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Klamath Falls- On sunday evening, march 4th, 
2012, Oregon senator Ron wyden held a town hall 
meeting in Klamath Falls, Oregon, which fulfilled a 
campaign promise he made in the 90's when he was 
originally elected to office.
 
the meeting focused on major issues of the Klama-
th Basin, such as; KBRa (Klamath Basin Restora-
tion agreement), Khsa (Klamath hydro settlement 
agreement), Biomass and how it can affect the basin, 

Oregon senator Ron Wyden's Town Hall meeting provided promising remarks for the KBRa and sB 1851
Over-seas business with China for beef distribution, timber receipts, postal service 
obstacles, and the esa (environmental species act).
 
Klamath tribal Councilman, Jeff mitchell, stated to senator wyden, "On behalf of the 
Klamath tribes we appreciate your continued efforts to work with us and the other 
KBRa parties to resolve Klamath Basin issues. several years ago, at your direction, the 
Klamath Basin community came together and worked hard to resolve our differences 
at the local level.  today, we have two historic agreements.  But those agreements can-
not be implemented without authorization and appropriations from Congress.   senator 
merkley has introduced senate Bill 1851, the “Klamath Basin economic Restoration 
act of 2011” which is sitting in your committee, the senate energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, right now.
 
senator, we need you!  without your strong leadership and swift action, sB 1851 will 
die at the end of this session.  the hope within this community will be diminished, and 
questions will be raised as to whether the KBRa coalition can stay together.  these 
agreements represent the stakeholders’ best efforts to come together, to find common 
ground and to work towards practical resolution.  But, time is of the essence… 
 
the Klamath Basin is facing an extremely dry water year and it will serve as a frighten-
ing reminder as to why and how the Klamath agreements came.
(article continued on page 2)
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the 
Klamath Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of 
Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed at the end of the month, or as fund-
ing allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 
15th of each month- (for the following month’s publication).                     
* Submissions:
Submissions should be typed and not exceed 500 words. 
Submissions must include the author’s signature, address and 
phone number. Submissions are used as fillers and publication 
is strictly dependent upon space availability. We cannot guar-
antee publication of any article or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4-6- Fillers (when space is available, must be submitted by the 
family): i.e.- Obituaries, Wedding, Birth, and Family 
Announcements, Graduations, Individual Tribal member info., 
Birthdays,  Etc...
Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any 
and All articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are 
subject to review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, 
slanderous, or personal attacks will not be printed.
*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor David -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of K-News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” 
   envelope.
* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submis-
sion. The Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for 
clarity and length, or refuse publication of any material that may 
contain libelous statements or personal attacks. The Klamath 
News may not be used as a personal forum for any individual(s). 
All articles are subject to review/approval by the Klamath 
Tribes Tribal Council. Published information does not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal employees, or 
the Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Dept. Staff: 

   *Mrs. Taylor R. David, 
     Public Information/News Manager
     Member of Native American  
     Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 147 
taylor.david@klamathtribes.com
  
or  Visit the Tribal Website at:

www.klamathtribes.org

 
•  But we need to be ready should that train leave the station. We won’t have a chance unless 
you schedule a legislative hearing before your committee in washington, DC.   a legislative 
hearing in DC would allow the KBRa parties an opportunity to defend the substance of our 
agreements and to justify the costs contained in our 15-year budget.  a legislative hearing in 
DC would allow the KBRA opponents an opportunity to file their objections on the record, 
and to provide legal, scientific and factual support for their opposition.  A legislative hearing 
in DC would provide an opportunity for members of your committee to ask the hard ques-
tions which require a response."
 

Oregon senator wyden responded by saying he absolutely commended all the hard work and 
effort that has been done on the KBRA and he thinks it is important to find a way that every-
one involved can feel like they've been treated fairly. although he also said with this type of 

project it will be impossible to make everyone happy, but if 
we concentrate on the majority then that is the best we can 
do. he also believes there needs to be bi-partisan support 
for the KBRa. he believes we can do this and he congratu-
lated the mr. mitchell, the tribes, and all the other parties 
involved for all their hard work and dedication. he con-
tinued by saying he will personally be working to bring a 
legislative hearing to the basin if possible. he said this pro-
cess has also been constructive in bringing people together. 
senator wyden wants to move forward on the KBRa but 
feels the cost is a major factor that must be addressed with 
everyone. however, with the Klamath tribes and others 
at the table, and with his heavy involvement, he thinks we 
was can do it!
 
senator wyden ended by saying to mr. mitchell, "Your go-
ing to be at our table every step of the way and thank you 
for the effort this has made to move people together."

DeDICaTIOn - COmmITmenT- PeRseVeRanCe

the Klamath tribes has also been working on the KBRa legislation efforts in washing-
ton, D.C.- Pictured in February 2012, l to R,  Vice-Chairman Don Gentry, Councilman Jeff 
mitchell, Natural Resource Director will hatcher,  Nelson mattews, tPl and Richard Guest, 
lobbyist, NaRF, DC.  standing in front of the U. s. supreme Court building. 
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January 2012 kicked off the Klamath Conversations speakers series to 
a packed house in Klamath Falls, at the Oregon Institute of technology 
student Union- mt. mazama room.

The topic of discussion for the evening was: The Klamath Water 
adjudication: What does it mean and what happens now?
 

the series is presented by: Prosper (the partnership to restore stabil-
ity and prosperity to the region), in partnership with: the Klamath 
tribes, Klamath water Users association, the shaw historical library, 
UKwUa Upper Klamath water Users association, and the Klamath 
County Chamber of Commerce.   about Prosper: Prosper is a partner-
ship of diverse Klamath Basin stakeholders coming together to pro-
mote sustainable use of natural resources and economically prosperous 
communities in the Klamath Region. meetings are held each month at 
the Oregon Institute of technology and cover a different topic for dis-
cussion. all meetings are open to the public and participation from the 
audience is heavily encouraged.
 

the evening kicked of at 6:30pm with a welcome and introductions by 
Dr. mark Clark, OIt Professor of history
Guest speakers included:
scott white, watermaster District 17 (Klamath)
Bud Ullman, water attorney for the Klamath tribes
Becky hyde, Board member of Upper Klamath water Users assoc.
Bill Ganong, attorney for adjudication Contestants within the Klamath 
Reclamation Project

Open Public meetings in Klamath falls, Oregon address community issues
the second Prosper meeting in February covered the topic: 

"Klamath Conversation on tribal trust"

Prestigious speakers formed the speaking panel and answered com-
munity questions regarding collaborative solutions within the KBRa 
document, local natural resource issues,
what Federal trust responsibility means to the Klamath Basin with 
regards to Tribal Constitutional Rights, benefits of collaborative ef-
forts, and other economic stability issues.

Guest speakers (left to right) included: John echohawk, executive 
Director, Native american Rights Fund (NaRF); Jason Phillips, Kla-
math area manager, Bureau of Reclamation; stanley speaks, Nw 
Regional Director, Bureau of Indian affairs; shayleen allen, Kla-
math tribal attorney
 
If you live out of the area, or are unable to attend the PROsPeR 
Community meetings, you'll be happy to know they will soon be 
available to watch at: www.klamathprosper.org
 
For more information contact our friend,
Belinda scalas
PROsPeR Coordinator
Phone: (541) 281-8806
email: Belinda.scalas@gmail.com
 

We believe Communications and providing education to the 
General Public promotes Prosperity in Communities.Klamath tribal representatives Don Gentry, GeorGene wright-Nelson, Frank 

summers, and Jeff mitchell are committed to Prosper and hosted our guests.
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KLamaTH TRIBes HOsT GOVeRnmenT-TO-GOVeRnmenT 
meeTInG WITH  ReGIOnaL fOResTeR anD 

fRemOnT-WInema naTIOnaL fOResT
 

 

ChIlOQUIN, OR. - On February 16, 2012, the Klamath tribes’ Chairman Gary 
Frost, Vice-Chairman, Don Gentry, Councilman Bert lawvor sr., Councilman 
Chuck Kimbol sr., and Councilman Jeff mitchell, along with several other tribal 
staff and officials from other organizations, and Forest Service Officials, met in 
Chiloquin, Oregon, to welcome Regional Forester Kent Connaughton and Dep-
uty Regional Forester Nora Rasure. 
 

today’s objective was to share and discuss current relationship, priorities, pro-
grams, accomplishments and pressing issues.  and to highlight and discuss new 
opportunities to work together that will build upon our positive partnership and 
government to government relationship. the meeting began with greetings and 
introductions, a welcome song by the Klamath tribes, and an exchange of gifts 
by both parties as is customary. Both Connaughton and Rasure received hand-
made tribal necklaces by Culture and heritage Director, Perry Chocktoot, and 
Klamath tribal Natural Resource employee, Randy henry was honored with a 
gift from the Forest service for his work and dedication on co-projects with the 
winema/Fremont.

 
Perry Chocktoot and 
Chairman Frost pic-
tured here with Re-
gional Forester, Kent 
Connaughton and 
Vice-Chairman Don 
Gentry.
 

The meeting flowed smoothly into the afternoon and included important discus-
sions and PowerPoint’s on; the Klamath Basin Restoration agreement and hydro 
agreements (KBRa/Khsa), Culture and heritage Program Overview, Natural 
Resource Program update, memorandum of agreement Overview (mOa), mas-
ter Participation and stewardship agreements, update on Forest service sacred 
sites Initiative and tribal Youth education and employment Initiative.
 
the meeting ended with a cultural potluck which included lilhunks (deer meat) 
and ?iwam (huckleberries) along with other salads, meats, and desserts, as it is 
traditional to both welcome and feed visitors coming to tribal lands in a good 
way.

Votes are in on the Blood Quantum Issue
Klamath tribes Votes for Option a- leave it at 1/4 blood

*308 Voted Option B- lower to 1/8
*327 Voted Option C- lower to 1/16

news Correction:
It doesn't happen very often, but when it does, the Kla-
math News makes every effort to correct mis-information 
printed in the tribal newsletter. thank you to our readers 
for keeping us on track. Your comments are important. 
thank you for your continued observations. 
    - taylor David, editor.

In the Nov/Dec Issue page 5, Councilman summers sub-
mitted a report from a trip to D.C. he referred in the 3rd 
Paragraph to Senator Tom Udall, but mistakenly identified 
him as a senator from Utah. 
Correction and our apologies to Senator Tom Udall, as 
he is from the State of New Mexico.  His cousin is a 
Senator from the State of Colorado.  Senator Tom Udall 
is a great supporter of Indian sovereignty and of Indian 
Tribes. 
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nOTICe: Now accepting applications for Gam-
ing Regulatory Commissioner.  the 3 year term 
for Commissioner “Keith hescock” is up at the 
end of march.  must be an enrolled Klamath tribal 
member and be able to pass a criminal background 
check.  No experience necessary.  applications are 
available on the wall outside of the secretary’s of-
fice or call and one can be mailed to you.  Please 
submit applications and resume’s to the tribal sec-
retary by 5:00 p.m. on Friday march 30, 2012. 
 

torina Case
Klamath tribal Council secretary
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, Oregon 97624
(541) 783-2219 ext. 170
torina.case@klamathtribes.com

sOBRIeTY POWWOW 
nOTICe: 

The Klamath falls sobriety Pow-
wow celebration is in need of a 
new coordinator.  unfortunately, 
eshoni Yazzie, stanson Yazzie 
and Janice Totten have resigned 
and will no longer be coordinat-
ing the event.   However, we would 
like to thank them for the years 
that they did and the wonderful 
job that they did.  We know it is 
a lot of work.  If anyone else is in-
terested please send in a letter of 
interest to the Tribal secretary.
 
torina Case
(541) 783-2219 ext. 170
torina.case@klamathtribes.com

attention Klamath Tribal members:
Remaining 2012 General Council meetings

- may 19, 2012 at 10am
- august 18, 2012 at 10am

- november 17, 2012 at 10am

Location: Chiloquin, Oregon
501 Chiloquin, BLVD- Tribal admin/Gov. Bldg

 
For more information:
torina Case
Klamath tribal Council secretary
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, Oregon 97624
(541) 783-2219 ext. 170
torina.case@klamathtribes.com

Notice! Tribal Offices Closed, 
Thursday, march 22, 2012.

 

All Klamath Tribal Administration Offices and 
Klamath Tribal Health offices (including the 
Chiloquin Wellness Center) will being closed for  
an in service meeting on march 22nd. 
 

Regular business hours will resume the follow-
ing day.
 

sorry for any inconvenience and thank you.

This notice is from the Chief schonchin 
Cemetery Committee and President, 

stogie Wilson.
 

notice! The schonchin Cemetery Committee 
has been made aware that there has been some 
desecration at the cemetery.
 
The Committee will not tolerate disrespectful 
behavior of any kind on sacred grounds, and will 
therefore be watching the cemetery closely.
 
If anyone has any further information you are 

asked to contact:
 

Klamath Tribal elder, stogie Wilson at: 
(541) 533-2413
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This is a Drug and alcohol free event!
everyone Welcome!

Info: 541-783-2219 ext 140
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Drum Group in Klamath falls, OR.
Klamath tribal health & Family services will be hosting an ongoing youth drum group.
Start Date:   Ongoing- (Group will meet the first 3 Wednesday's of each month).
Time:           3:30p.m.—  5:30p.m.
Location:   mills elementary school Cafeteria (downstairs)
      Klamath falls, Oregon
Facilitator: steven small ladesma- (lead Black lodge singer)
along with drumming and singing, youth will learn how to make traditional group and 
hand drums. 

          for more information please contact :
   Carolyne Knolle at 541-882-1487 ext#239

Goodwill Vouchers available 2012
the Klamath tribes Community services department has been 
approved to participate in the Goodwill Voucher Program for 
2012.  each year the southern Oregon Goodwill Industries sets 
their budget based on the number of agencies requesting assis-
tance.

Vouchers may be exchanged at the southern Oregon Goodwill 
store in Klamath Falls for merchandise, clothing or household 
items and are limited to a maximum dollar amount.  New goods 
are excluded from the voucher program and are limited to one 
piece of furniture.

the Klamath tribes Community services Department adheres to 
the following guidelines in issuing vouchers:

•Vouchers will be available to any individual or family during the year.  One 
person in the family must be an enrolled member of a federally recognized 
tribe in the United states.
•Applicant must meet the current income guidelines, which is 60% of the 
Oregon median Income Guidelines.
•Head of household must sign the voucher at the time of issue.
•Applicants will only be eligible to receive $25.00, plus $5.00 for each addi-
tional household member up to the maximum amount allowed.
•Voucher must be used by the expiration date or it will be void.
•Only one item of furniture may be purchased on a voucher.
•One voucher is allowed per year per household.

The Goodwill vouchers became available in January, 2012, 
at the Klamath Tribes Administration Office, Community 
services Department, 501 Chiloquin Blvd., in Chiloquin 

Oregon. 541-783-2219

Klamath Tribes 
summer employment Program 

for College Interns

If you are seeking summer employment and

• Are interested in Natural Resources and the Environment.
• Are not older the 24, and
• Currently attend or plan to attend college/university Fall Term 
2012.

the Klamath tribes has a great opportunity for you.

to be considered for summer employment, you will need to do the follow-
ing:

Complete a temporary labor Pool Card. this card can be obtained at the 
education and employment Department.
•On the Front of the card are spaces for your contact information and Driv-
er’s information and Tribal Affiliation.
•On the Back of the card complete the “Skills/Training” Section as com-
pletely as possible.
o List any certifications: Food Handler’s, CPR, 1st Aid, etc.
o the year you graduated high school or obtained your GeD.
o College Information stating institution, town/city.
o List your last three employers. Be as specific as possible when list-
ing job duties. 
• Any volunteer work for community or family can be listed here 
also.
Please submit the completed temporary labor Pool Card to:
the Klamath tribes
education and employment Department
PO Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
541-783-2219 ext. 133

foster Home Recruitment
We are looking for a special foster family for a 

special child!

this recruitment is on behalf of a 6 year old boy, Klamath tribal 
member. he is an active, intelligent and sweet young man, loves 
the outdoors and is eager to learn more about his culture.

although the above is true, he has had very traumatic living 
conditions thus far in his young life and can present extreme 
difficulties in interacting with adults and other children. The 
perfect living situation will be as an only child, or with older 
siblings.

For more information contact:   
Candi Crume, Child Protection service specialist
the Klamath tribes
P.O. box 436
Chiloquin, OR 97624
(541) 783-2219, #187
(candi.kirk@klamathtribes.com).
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smile Grant award!

Congratulations to Klamath tribal health & Family services Dental 
Department and Debbie Bishop (pictured front center 3rd from left), 
RDh for being selected for the Give Kids a smile grant award!  the 
award includes supplies to support KthFs dental staff in their efforts 
with local schools to help keep teeth healthy!  

this year you can expect to see KthFs staff in the Chiloquin schools 
placing Fluoride on children’s teeth (with parental permission) and 
talking about the importance of taking care of your teeth.   the KthFs 
application was 1 of 15 selected for award in Oregon and was the sec-
ond largest award made.
 

Give Kids a smile is an american Dental association initiative where 
dentists and their dental teams provide free oral healthcare services 
to children from underserved communities across the country. more 
than 12,000 dentists nationwide provided free oral health care to al-
most 400,000 underserved children this year.
 

Way to go Klamath Tribal Dental Team!

m'ok'aak Project
The Klamath Tribal Dental Clinic just finished up the M’ ok’ aak  Proj-
ect; m’ ok’ aak meaning “baby” in the Klamath language.  

this project aimed to increase dental visits, prevention and early inter-
vention for eligible children under the age of 6 with an ultimate goal of 
decreasing early childhood decay. each child that came into our clinic 
to receive cleanings, fluoride treatments, oral hygiene instructions, and/
or exams automatically entered into our Pendleton blanket drawing. 
there were seven recipients throughout the previous year that won a 
blanket. this project proved to be very successful and we look forward 
to providing more incentive programs in the future to help motivate our 
patients and their parents to value their oral health.

Way to Go to the following winners!

Leah Brown Brandon Lee Cyra Hescock

mercedes Rasdal Ryan mcKelvey Tschayla Bates

Tatiana Graham

2012 sobriety Powwow Queen
 

Congratulations goes out to Klamath Indian, Rachel Coss, 
who was crowned sobriety Queen at the annual New Year’s 
eve sobriety Pow wow on December 31, 2011, in Klamath 
Falls, Oregon. 

 Rachel has been clean and sober for 7 years.  as a single par-
ent, Rachel has raised 3 children:  Vernon, Ruby, and Gabriel 
and is a grandma to Coralie and another grandchild on the 
way.  this year Rachel will receive a Bachelor’s of science 
Degree in Business administration management Concentra-
tion and accounting Concentration with a minor in Criminal 
Justice from southern Oregon University.  2012 marks Ra-
chel’s 12th year of employment at the Klamath tribes where 

she currently works for the Natural Resources Department as the Office Manager at the 
Research station.  Rachel is proud to accept this honor and says she “will do her best to 
represent her tribe with dignity and respect.”

For more information on the
mo'ok'aak Dental Program

contact:
tribal Dental Department
Chiloquin wellness Center

Chiloquin, OR
(541) 783-3295
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the Prenatal Care Program is designed to be a bridge program to obstetric care.  the 
program offers information and referrals to community resources to help prepare for the 
birth of your baby.

services offered by Klamath tribal health & wellness Center in Chiloquin:

• Routine prenatal check-ups up to 20 weeks, lab work throughout your entire
            pregnancy, and referral to dental clinic and specialists.
• Referral to the Maternal Child Health Cavity Prevention Program- those who 
           meet the requirements of the program may be eligible for a free diaper bag, 
           filled with a baby health kit, oral health accessories, baby blanket and more.
• Information about pregnancy, labor and delivery.
• HIV & Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) testing and counseling
• Help applying for Oregon Health Plan (OHP), low or no cost health insurance 
            for you and your family.  this program is income based.
• Medical proof of pregnancy & referral to Women, Infant and Children (WIC)
• Full healthcare for you and your baby
• Family planning services
• And more!  Please refer to the Prenatal Information Brochure/Information 
            sheet and call us if you have any questions!

For more information call on the Prenatal Care Program call:

ana alvarado Rn
Prenatal Case manager
Klamath Tribal medical Clinic
PO Box 490/330 Chiloquin Blvd.
Chiloquin, OR 97624 
(541)882-1487 

mocs made by: Chalayne treetop

a Day with the elders
students from sage Community school recently 
visited with elders at the Congregate. lisa Collier, 
educational assistant and coordinator of the Get-
ting Ready to asPIRe program at sage Community 
school, arranged for sage’s middle school students 
to spend some quality time with the elders.  the stu-
dents brought games from home to play with them.

 

Jesse wolf, a 6th grader, enjoyed an intense game of 
chess with Buzz Kirk. “Jesse’s a really good chess 
player. But, I’m better” joked Buzz. hailey Collier 
(6hth grade) and megan Kovack (7th grade) just 
couldn’t beat Rayson tupper at the games of Con-
nect Four. 

and sorry. sahalie Crain (6th grader) said “I had an 
awesome time. It was fun playing Jenga with Renni!  
“this was a win –win experience.  “the students were 
able to learn more about their community elders and 
the elders were able to bring out their ‘inner child’” 
commented mrs. Collier. “they all look forward to 
visiting again soon.”

thank you,
sandra Klepadlo-Girdner
Director- sage Community school
Chiloquin, Oregon (Old Klamath agency)
541-783-2533
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naTIVe sanDBLasTInG 
enGRaVInG anD eTCHInG

 

we are a Native owned business operating throughout Indian 
Country. I'm sherry harrington, a Klamath tribal member 
and my partner is Bobby Rhoan from Big sandy mono tribe 
of auberry, Ca.
 

we have recently opened up a sandblasting engraving and 
etching business. Our goal is to serve native people at lower 
prices than any funeral home or any other monument com-
pany.
 

Our services are not just limited to headstones. For example, 
we sandblast, engrave or etch, rifle butts, car windows, tile 
blocks, glass doors and much more. Our work is high quality 
with low prices to meet everyone's needs.
 

For more information please contact us:
sherry harrington (559)760-6991
Bobby Rhoan (559) 760-4400
 

Both are California numbers but the business will be based 
in Klamath Falls, Oregon.
 

we look forward to serving all our Native People.
 

Respectfully,
sherry harrington Roll #810-B
Bobby Rhoan Roll #52999

entries available at Kla-mo-Ya Casino Bonus Club
34333 Hwy 97 north

Chiloquin, Oregon 97624

Dont miss the... 59th annual

  

Chiloquin Big Tourney
Indian Basketball at its Best!

march 23, 24, 25, 2012
Chiloquin, OR 97624

for more info:
Lil Lou miller (541) 281-2901
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Editor's Note: The final two pages of this policy will 
be published in next issue as requested.
*Currently there are 11 obituaries pending publica-
tion. sorry for any inconvenience this has caused. 
Obituaries will be published as space is available.


