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annual Kla-Mo-ya Casino shareholders Meeting

Location change to the Casino!
 

attention Klamath Tribal Members!
 

July 28, 2012
10:00 am –  noon

all events and lunch held at Kla-Mo-ya Casino!
Chiloquin, Oregon

Please RsVP 541-783-7529
 

Thank you so much,
Judith McClain

Casino General Manager
judith.mcclain@klamoyacasino.com

In a small ceremony on June 13, 2012, in Chiloquin, Oregon, the Kla-
math tribes of Oregon swore in the next tribal Council member, anna 
Bennett.  She is the next elected official to take office, following the 
passing of tribal Councilman lawvor earlier this month.

 
all Council members were present 
to witness this momentous occasion 
and Klamath tribal member anna 
Bennett got right to work after the 
swear in ceremony was conducted 
by tribal Chairman, Gary Frost.
 
anna accepted her duties to the 
tribe with firm conviction and stat-
ed, "I'm honored to be here and I 
will always do my best."
 

to contact new Council member,
anna Bennett
29867 modoc Point Road
Chiloquin, OR 97624
541-783-2219 ext. 185
541-591-8043 (cell)
anna.bennett@klamathtribes.com
 

welcome ms. Bennett and Blessings to our Klamath tribal Council
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the 
Klamath Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of 
Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed at the end of the month, or as fund-
ing allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 
15th of each month- (for the following month’s publication).                     
* Submissions:
Submissions should be typed and not exceed 500 words. 
Submissions must include the author’s signature, address and 
phone number. Submissions are used as fillers and publication 
is strictly dependent upon space availability. We cannot guar-
antee publication of any article or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4-6- Fillers (when space is available, must be submitted by the 
family): i.e.- Obituaries, Wedding, Birth, and Family 
Announcements, Graduations, Individual Tribal member info., 
Birthdays,  Etc...
Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any 
and All articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are 
subject to review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, 
slanderous, or personal attacks will not be printed.
*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor David -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of K-News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” 
   envelope.
* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submis-
sion. The Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for 
clarity and length, or refuse publication of any material that may 
contain libelous statements or personal attacks. The Klamath 
News may not be used as a personal forum for any individual(s). 
All articles are subject to review/approval by the Klamath 
Tribes Tribal Council. Published information does not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal employees, or 
the Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Dept. Staff: 

   *Ms. Taylor R. David, 
     Public Information/News Manager
     Member of Native American  
     Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 147 
taylor.david@klamathtribes.com
  
or  Visit the Tribal Website at:

www.klamathtribes.org

Funeral services for Klamath tribal elder and tribal 
Councilman, albert a. “Bert” lawvor sr., 69,  were 
held June 7, 2012, in Klamath Falls, OR.  he went to the 
"happy hunting Grounds" on Friday, June 1, 2012, in 
Klamath Falls, Oregon. Concluding services took place 
at the Chief schonchin Cemetery with Vice-Chairman 
Gentry officiating.
 
his strong heart and easy laugh will be missed by many 
here in the halls and auditorium of the tribal administra-
tion and health offices. We are honored to have known 
this gentle giant who gave so freely as a Native Veteran 
to his country and to his people. his sports and rodeo an-
nouncer days are a natural part of our tribal history, and 
his lineage to Chief Yellowhammer made him a natural 
selection to become the leader he was for the Klamath 

tribal Council. Bert cannot be replaced, nor will he ever be forgotten... we will honor his 
memory by retaining the valuable things he shared and taught us. 

albert lawvor sr. was born on Dec. 27, 1942, at the Klamath agency and raised in sprague 
River, Ore. at the time of his passing, he was serving a three-year term as a councilman for 
the Klamath tribes. he was also chairman of the Klamath tribes elders Committee.

Throughout his life, Bert enjoyed fishing, hunting, rodeos, horse races and powwows. In 
his youth, he played football and basketball and wrestled. He also served a brief term in the 
military.

In the mid-1980s and early 1990s, he was the rodeo announcer for the Beatty rodeos at 
Jackass flats, where his signature request for a "Coooolld beeeer" will always be heard. He 
also found a lot of joy in coaching his own teen girls basketball team, the "Crazy 8's." He 
took a chance on a group of girls no one wanted to pick up and made them a team to look 
out for. Just days before his passing he said "we weren't worth a damn, but we were good!" 
You could find Bert at many youth and high school events, cheering on the youth, or at the 
Tribal administrative offices telling people how to better serve the Tribe.

he was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Ben and eddie lawver and daughters 
Rhonda lawvor and twila Joe.

he is survived by his wife Gloria lawver; brother alvin lawver; his son albert lawvor Jr.; 
daughters Brandie Lawver, Percy Phelps, and Eileen Joe; grandchildren Mikaela and Aunie 
Lawver, Amber, Derrick, and Bryceann Lawvor, Wesley Lawver, Jason and Sumer Cawood, 
Shyann and Lacy Phelps, Yvette Fricke, and Dupree, Alec and Brennen Joe. He also had five 
great-grandchildren and numerous nieces, and nephews, including todd, Denise and tracey 
lawver, and numerous cousins and friends.

In Loving Memory of the Big Man with a Big Heart… Bert.

Klamath Tribal Leader Walks on…
It is with great sadness the Klamath Tribes of Oregon re-group and move forward. We 
have not only lost a tribal leader and current member of our Tribal Council, but we 
have lost a man with a big heart for his people, an elder, and a true friend.
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Klamath Tribes Promote s. 1851, H.R. 3398

Bring Home the salmon!
 

By taylor David

Klamath News editor

Klamath tribal Council members, Vice-Chairman Don Gentry, Coun-
cilman Shawn Jackson, Councilwoman GeorGene Nelson,
and Councilman Frank Summers represented the Klamath Tribes at 
the annual tribal Government Gathering.
 
salem – the annual tribal Government Day held Friday, may 11, 
in the state Capitol was a day for sharing information, gathering with 
other tribes, and an important chance for the Klamath tribes to pro-
mote senate Bill s.1851, which promotes salmon treaty Rights along 
the Klamath River, dam removal, and assists with helping to resolve in-
part Klamath Basin water adjudication on mutually agreeable terms.
 
with the legislature not in session, the annual event aimed at educat-
ing legislators and state employees about Oregon’s nine federally rec-
ognized Tribes and their government-to-government relationship with 
the state. The event also featured a wide-ranging selection of 10 films 
produced by seven of the tribes. the Klamath tribes video featured 
the modoc war.
 
In addition, this year's event featured a new aspect of communication 
called, the 2012 state agency small group discussions. these were 
held on thursday afternoon and were also the 2012 american Indian 
Week Kick-Off.
 
In all, 28 state agencies were part of the small group discussions, 15 
state agencies represented in session One and 15 represented in ses-
sion two.   there were also directors, deputy directors & managers 

who have been key contacts for many years and some agency repre-
sentatives who were new to the key contact or tribal liaison position.  
some agencies had more than one representative attend.
 
Klamath Tribal Councilman, Shawn Jackson, participated on behalf 
of the Klamath tribes in session One in hearing Room 50 with 
leo stewart, lCIs Chair and Umatilla Vice-Chair, and Bob Garcia, 
lCIs Vice-Chair and Coos, lower Umpqua & siuslaw Chair, as co-
moderators, and Cheryle Kennedy, lCIs member and Grand Ronde 
Chairwoman. The agencies represented in this breakout session 
were: Community Colleges, Corrections, education, environmen-
tal Quality, Fish and wildlife, human services, land Conservation 
and Development, military, transportation, water Resources, Youth 
Authority, Revenue, Parks and Recreation, Watershed Enhancement 
Board, and employment.
 
Klamath Tribal Councilman, Frank Summers, participated on be-
half of the Klamath tribes in session two:  hearing Room 350  
with Karen Quigley, moderator, joined by Dee Pigsley, Siletz 
Chair, Charlotte Roderique, Burns Vice-Chair and lCIs member-
elect, Raymond tsumpti, lCIs member and warm springs tribal 
Council, and Kathleen tom, Grand Ronde tribal Council. agencies 
represented in this breakout session were: Children and Families, 
Consumer and Business services, Oregon University system, state 
Police, Forestry, housing, human services, energy, state library, 
Liquor Control Commission, Revenue, Parks and Recreation, Vet-
eran affairs, Justice, and the state hospital.
 

On Friday, may 11, tribal leaders from all nine federally recog-
nized tribal governments in Oregon as well as some tribal staff were 
on hand in the Galleria to meet and greet, to network and have con-
versations with attendees.   this year’s theme was “tribal Govern-
ments: Discover, explore, Connect" and was open to the public.
 

each tribal government had  a  designated roundtable for their Coun-
cil, and other guests. then following table discussions,  tribal repre-
sentatives were ushered upstairs to witness Oregon Governor John 
Kitzhaber sign the annual American Indian Week proclamation. 
American Indian Week in Oregon is May 13 to May 19.

after Kennedy gave the invocation, Robert Garcia, tribal chair of 
the Confederated tribes of Coos, lower Umpqua & siuslaw Indi-
ans, said, “Oregon’s relationship with its nine federally recognized 
tribes is one that is growing and it has certainly been one of the 
best relationships in the United States. “It is first, foremost and pre-
eminent in its abilities in finding ways for the Tribes and the state to 
work together.”
 
“Since I came back into office in 2010, this is our second celebra-
tion,” Kitzhaber said. “I’m very honored to have a chance to par-
ticipate again at this very important gathering. … I’m very grateful 
that representatives of your sovereign governments travel here ev-
ery year to share your stories about your history, about your sov-
ereignty and about your survival. I think we are all enriched as a 
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Letter of support,
I write this letter in support of the Klamath tribes.
As a historical fishing tribe in the northwest we monitor activities that 
may, or have had impacts on neighboring tribes with fishing rights, I 
have researched some of the facts of the Klamath tribe and their depen-
dency to the salmon and other fish species that sustained their culture, 
they like us are connected to the earth and the resources that surround 
them in their lives and their spiritual beliefs.
I have read the Indian agent reports from the Klamath agency that 
stated there were enough fish there to sustain them forever and that 
the tribe put them up by drying and another portion of the catch was 
cooked fresh.
these are inherent rights of the tribe that are upheld as the constitu-
tional law of the land, rights that have always belonged to the tribe.
we strongly support the tribe in their endeavors and encourage the 
promotion of s.1851 and hR 3398.
 
Ray Fryberg
executive Director of Cultural and Natural Resources
Of the tulalip tribes of washington.
 
Ray Fryberg,
Interim executive Director
Natural & Cultural Resources
(360) 716-4598 desk
(425) 750-4681 mobile
(360) 716-0337 fax
rayfryberg@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov

state from learning about your governments, your culture and your 
traditions.” Kitzhaber also acknowledged how Tribes have assisted 
Oregon in natural resources management and Oregonians through 
their continued philanthropy during the recent economic downturn. 
“I believe that the strength and commitment through the government-
to-government relationship that we have forged between the state and 
the nine sovereign tribal governments provides a pathway to explore 
new ideas and new perspectives,” Kitzhaber added.
 
After his speech, Kitzhaber signed the proclamation and mingled and 
posed for photos with tribal representatives.

Councilman Summers, Councilman Jackson, Governor Kitzhaber, 
and Vice-Chairman Gentry promoted the 2012 Government-
to-Government relationship between the state of Oregon and the Kla-
math tribes.

What Can you Do to Help Promote s. 
1851 and H.R. 3398?

 
simply make a few phone calls and ask them to 

support this very important process!

In order the the Klamath agreements to be implement-
ed, Congress must act. Contact your Congressman and 
urge them to enact s. 1851 and H.R. 3398- Klamath Ba-
sin economic Restoration act of 2011- and support the 
Klamath Basin Communities.

senator Wyden (202) 224-5244

Rep. Walden (202) 225-6730

attention Klamath Tribal Members:
Remaining 2012 General Council Meetings

- July 14, 2012 at 10am
July 14th agenda: Klamoya Board presentation; KTRaP regulations; 

Renewable energy Proposal; 1954 Member Litigation Fund; 
General Council Code of Conduct; Motions and actions; 

Treasurer's Report;  GRC structure Proposal information only; 
Chairman's Report; Open Forum; adjourn

Other Regular scheduled General Council 2012
- august 18, 2012 at 10am

- november 17, 2012 at 10am

Location: Chiloquin, Oregon
501 Chiloquin, BLVD- Tribal admin/Gov. Bldg

 
For more information: torina Case
Klamath tribal Council secretary
P.O. Box 436, Chiloquin, Oregon 97624
(541) 783-2219 ext. 170   or   torina.case@klamathtribes.com
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Get Involved - Register to Vote 2012!

In recent years the native Vote has been publicly credited for 
making a tangible difference in elections - from local positions to 
presidential campaigns.  
 

Native Vote is a nonpartisan campaign initiated by the National Con-
gress of american Indians (NCaI), and supported by the Klamath 
Tribes.  The campaign works with community organizers, non-profits, 
urban Indian centers, tribal governments, and regional organizations 
to create a strong and permanent infrastructure for election training 
that highlights voter registration, election protection policies, and 
voter education.
 

this notice is from the Klamath tribes regarding Native Vote 2012! 
We are asking our Membership to "Get Registered & Get Involved!"
 

how? 
Go to the Klamath tribes website: 
www.klamathtribes.org 
and click the  Native Vote button:
or go to: www.nativevote.org.

In the Courts of the Counqueror by Echo-Hawk
By Taylor R. David

I traveled on may 4th, 2012, to see our friend and esteemed writer, mr. walter 
Echo-Hawk at Portland, State University. I attended his book tour lecture "In the 
Courts of the Conqueror: the 10 worst Indian law Cases ever Decided" as the 
Klamath Tribes are referenced in the book due to the Termination Act and the 
immense amount of work Walter has done with the tribes over the years regarding 
termination and water rights.

Walter R. Echo-Hawk was a lawyer for NARF for more than 35 years, tribal judge, 
scholar and activist whose legal experience includes cases involving Native 
american religious freedom, prisoner rights, water rights, treaty rights, and reburi-
al/repatriation rights. he was instrumental in securing passage of two federal laws 
that respect Indian and religious freedoms and also the repatriation of Native 
american remains to Indian tribes. he was also instrumental in securing Indian 
Religious Freedom Rights to those members who was incarcerated in the early 
1970's in the Oregon State Penitentiary.  It is here that Walter said, "It was amazing 
to me that so many of the prisoner's were Klamath Indians at this time. this 
prompted and led me to do more studying on the termination of the Klamath tribes 
and the devastating effects of termination on the Klamath people."
      
In 1989, he negotiated a national reburial agreement with the smithsonian 
Institution which was enacted into law. In 1989-90, he helped lead a national cam-
paign for passage of the Native american Grave Protection and Repatriation act - 
an important human rights law. In 1994, he represented the Native american 
Church of North america to secure passage of the american Indian Religious 
Freedom act amendments of 1994 to protect religious use of peyote by Indians. 
Presently he represents the Klamath tribes of Oregon to quantify treaty-protected 
water rights in Southern Oregon in a highly publicized and controversial set of 
federal and state litigation. a prolific writer, his publications include an award-
winning book “Battlefields and Burial Grounds” His book, “In the Courts of the 
Conqueror: the ten worst Indian law Cases ever Decided,” was published in 
spring 2009. he has received various awards, such as, the american Bar association 
"Spirit of Excellence Award" for legal work in the face of adversity and the "Civil 
liberties award" from the aClU of Oregon for significant contributions in the 
cause of individual freedom.       
      
he is admitted to practice law before the United states supreme Court, Colorado 
supreme Court, U.s. Courts of appeals for the eighth, Ninth, and tenth Circuits, 
and a host of federal District Courts. walter is an associate Justice of the supreme 
Court of the Pawnee Nation. he is a member of the Pawnee Nation, belonging to 
the Kitkahaki Band, born on the Pawnee reservation in Oklahoma. He received a 
political science degree from Oklahoma State University (1970) and his law degree 
from the University of New mexico (1973).
 
"Echo-Hawk closed the lecture by saying, "The reforming of the dark side of fed-
eral indian law can be the next movement in the 21st Century."
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eLDeRs CRaFTs
After 8 weeks of Crepe Paper Flower Making Class the Elders are pic-
tured with their completed flowers.  Eloise Ohles was the instructor this 
year. we had at least 8 elders at the class for a total of 14 classes. the 
classes were held at the elders meal site in Chiloquin and in Beatty.  Next 
years’ classes will begin in April; mark your calendars now!  Elder’s 
crafts are held on tuesdays at the Beatty meal site and Fridays at the 
Chiloquin meal site, starting at 12:45pm.  Come join the fun!  For more 
information call michelle Carson @ (541) 783-2219 ext. 122.

Pictured from left to right. Standing (Eloise Ohles, Punchy Jimenez, 
Dorothy Witcraft, and Rennie Crain. Sitting (Marilynne Jackson, Phoebe 
Chavez, Phyllis Walker, and Rose Krebs).

Special Thanks to the Education Department for funding this activity!
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14 attendees to the 7th annual native Caring 
Conference in Pendleton

The Community Services Respite Program took 14 family care pro-
viders and elders to the 7th annual Native Caring Conference in 
Pendleton, Oregon on march 28-29, 2012.  everyone that attended 
this year’s conference said that this was the best one so far and the 
providers that attended for the first time said it was excellent.  This 
was a very busy 2 day conference for Native Care Providers to learn 
about taking care of themselves.  This conference offers information 
on personal health, exercise, mental health, stress management, de-
mentia & its challenges, fire & fall prevention, elder abuse, hands on 
home health, and great entertainment. 

The Respite Program has been able to take several providers and 
Elders to this conference for the past 7 years and we will be tak-
ing some providers and Elders to next year’s conference at Chinook 
winds Casino & Resort in march 2013.  If you are interested in the 
Klamath tribes Respite Program please contact michelle Carson for 
more information (541-783-2219 ext. 122).

2012 elders Overnight Trip 

This year the Community Services Elders Program took 30 Elders & 
attendants to the 22nd annual senior honor Day in warm springs, Or-
egon.  the elders loaded the buses and travelled up to warm springs 
may 10th and didn’t return home until may 12th.  

the elders stayed at Kah-Nee-ta Resort and the stay was excellent 
and so was the food.  the elders attended the senior honor Day at 
the agency longhouse and were entertained all day long.  there was 
a headstart Powwow, demonstrations of dance and exercise, singing, 
games, and yes, elvis!  after all the fun and games we sat down for 
a traditional salmon dinner.  the elders all enjoyed themselves and 
were ready for more the next day.  we hope to see all the elders at the 
next elders event!

If you are 60 years old and live in Klamath County and don’t receive 
mailings about the elders Programs please contact michelle Carson 
(541-783-2219 ext. 122) to be added to the elders mailing list.  If you 
have questions about the elders program please call michelle.

to whom it may concern,
 

My name is Darrell Say and I am at Warner Creek Correctional Facility in Lakeview, Oregon, where approx. 9 Klamath Tribal members are incarcerated. We are using 
this mandated time to heal ourselves and learn things about our Native culture such as songs, dances, beading, etc… Currently we are planning our Powwow for septem-
ber 29th, 2012 and are in need of dancers, drummers, singers and musicians both male and female, everyone, all styles.
 

We are seeking any interested individuals that would like to participate in some way.
 

If your interested please contact Chaplain Ball at:
Warner Creek Facility- Religious Services, Chaplain Ball
20654 Rabbit Hill Road, Lakeview, OR 97630
Phone: (541) 947-8217 or email: Ken.w.Ball@doc.state.or.us
 
Thank you,
Darrel say #7754198
PO Box 1500
Lakeview, OR 97630
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energy assistance Program 2012-2013

For all native american Indians 
living in Klamath County

the low Income housing energy assistance Program (lIheaP) 
will begin sending out applications to elders in september 2012 
and will begin processing those applications October 1, 2012.    
all other applicants will begin being served November 1, 2012. 
You will need to call Rachel miller 541-783-2219 ext.174 to 
make an appointment.

The Caseworker will take appointments in Beatty at the Com-
munity Center and in Klamath Falls at Klamath tribal health 
beginning December 4, 2010.  the schedule for these locations 
is as follows:

➢ Tuesdays Beatty Community Center from 10:00 to 12:00 
➢ Tuesdays Klamath Tribal Health 1:30 to 3:30
➢ Fridays Klamath Tribal Health from 1:00 to 4:00.

Information Needed From applicants

Tribal Identification: Will need documentation of membership of 
one (1) household member in a federally recognized tribe. 

social security Cards: will need a copy of the ss cards for all 
members of your household.  
 
Income Verification: You will need the most recent income check 
stubs, update on GA or check stub, Social Security award letter, 
bank statement, child support, per capita, TANF or unemploy-
ment documents.  

those eighteen (18) yrs and older and have no income will need 
to come to the appointment with household applicant and bring 
a wage statement printout from the State Employment Office 
showing you do not receive income or unemployment benefits. 

Utility Bill: You will need to provide us with the most recent 
utility bill which must be in the name of the applicant and which 
shows the residence where you are currently living. 

You will need to bring all required documents to your first ap-
pointment.   If we do not have all of the documents necessary 
to qualify you for the program, we will not be able to call in a 
pledge.  You will have one (1) week to provide the missing docu-
ments for your application to be processed. 

If you have any questions, please call 
shari Brown at 541-783-2219 ext. 134. 

   Hello all!  
I just wanted to thank everyone for their participation 

in the Klamath Walk sunday, May 20th. 

Programs like our Diabetes Management and Diabetes Prevention 
could not perform to their highest potential without your support.  

we appreciate our community and we are happy to help spread aware-
ness of Diabetes and its prevention and management.  we had a total 
of 110 participants who had taken that first step to healthier living and 
though it might have been just for one day in those few hours; the fact 
that a person got out of bed to go for a walk means something.  

Thank you to the 11 volunteers who helped in the registration, handing 
out shirts, testing glucose levels and entertaining the masses with ac-
tivities.  Your involvement was appreciated.  A special thank you to the 
outside organizations who supported a fellow Tribal organization.  

I had a great time mingling with my people and I hope to 
see you all at our Restoration Walk  in Chiloquin, Friday, 
august 24th at 3pm.  Hope to see you there!

 Games like Foot "Rock-Paper-Scissors"  was good fun and exercise!
 

have a Good Day and if you have any questions call,
Jessie hecocta, Diabetes activities Coordinator
Office: (541) 882-1487 ext. 310 or Work Cell: (541) 892-1786
jessie.hecocta@klm.portland.ihs.gov
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Peace and Dignity Run- Coming thru July 21-23, 2012
Fantastic Cultural Run coming to our area.  you are welcome to participate or help…. 

any and all volunteers/helpers please contact Council Woman GeorGene nelson at the info listed below.
 
2012 Peace & Dignity Journey! Runners kicked off in Northern Alaska on May 1st, 2012 and have been running sun up to sun down everyday 
since. the Peace & Dignity Journey operates solely on donations. as they travel, it is customary that each tribal Nation greet these runners and 
host them while they pass through our indigenous lands. this run is spiritual in nature and this year is dedicated to preserving and protecting 
our sacred water. Currently, they are in route to our area and will be in Diamond Lake on July 21- then to edison Chiloquin's Camp 
on July 22- then on to Medicine Lake on the 23rd of July.

anyOne and eVeRyOne is encouraged to be part of this run. the run is held relay style therefore you can choose the dis-
tance you want to run. typically, people choose to run for a day which might mean you would run 5-10 sections over the course of 8-10 hours. 
Lots of time to rest in between, fellowship with other runners, and soak of the power of some of our most sacred places. 

I’m seeking a DEDICATED group of you who would be willing to help support these people as they pass through our homeland. Here is what 
we are looking at….

July 21st - P&D Runners arrive at Diamond Lake
-the goal is to have tribal people greet them as they enter the northern boundary of our homeland. a closing ceremony would be held to retire 
the staffs for the evening. Dinner and fellowship after. You can camp overnight if you like, space will be provided.

July 22nd - Diamond Lake to Chiloquin (65 miles/8 hours)
-Opening ceremony, prayer, breakfast. Runners depart and head south into Crater Lake National Park (west rim) down into Fort Klamath and 
over into Chiloquin. Runners will be hosted at the edison Chiloquin trust 
lands where closing ceremony would retire the staffs for the evening. 
sweat lodge ceremony for runners and supporters, as well as dinner and 
camping for anyone.

July 23rd - Chiloquin to Medicine Lake (70 miles/9hours)
- Opening ceremony, prayer, breakfast. Runners depart from tribal ad-
min and head to modoc Point. P&D Runners and cultural supporters will 
board boats and sail the length of Klamath Lake offering prayer and song. 
Runners and supporters will caravan by vehicles to Moore Park for their 
arrival. From here relay will continue south on hwy 97 to stateline Road, 
along Indian Tom Lake and South into the hills arriving at the banks of 
Medicine Lake, where runners will be greeted by the Pit River Nation. 

again, I urge you to be a part of this run, and I guarantee it will be an 
experience you will NeVeR forget! 
 
*Note: Runners came thru in 2008 and was met by Klamath Tribal Elder, Pinky 
Delaney, her son Robert, and grandson, Jared. (Pictured right).
Tribal Elder Richie Ochoa also spoke with the group and blessed their passage 
thru the Klamath/Modoc/Yahooskin lands, along with several other tribal mem-
bers.

If you'd like to help please contact...
GeorGene a. nelson, Klamath Tribal Council Member
(541) 591-0194
georgene.nelson@klamathtribes.com



Page 11,  Klamath News 2010True achievement
Klamath descendant, Foster kid and bookworm, 

Tony Hernandez rises to top of his class: academic achievers 2012
Published: Friday, June 08, 2012
 By wendy Owen, the Oregonian, Randy l. Rasmussen/the Oregonian

Tony Hernandez has drifted from foster home to foster home over his 18 years, but 
chose to push himself in high school and graduated as valedictorian of Beaverton's 
Community school in June.

BEAVERTON -- No one knew what to expect of Tony Hernandez when he started as 
a freshman at Community School in Beaverton, not even Hernandez. 

He spoke to no one, not even his teachers. He walked down the halls with his nose 
buried in a book, his shoulder sliding along the wall. 

Four years later, that same hulking kid is the valedictorian of his class and will speak 
Saturday at graduation ... if he keeps his courage. 
     
Teacher Stephen Hamilton said, in his 19 years at Community School, he's seen kids 
like Tony turn around, but not very often.  "We could see right away he would be a 
challenge," Hamilton said, "to figure out how to unlock that potential. 
     
"You hope, as a teacher, you have three or four successes, and he's one of them," 
hamilton said. 

Hernandez, a quiet teddy bear of a kid, has spent his 18 years of life drifting in and 
out of foster homes in different cities and school districts. he's lived with 13 different 
families, some good, some awful, over the years.  when things got bad, he read to 
escape. he was always a good reader. 

At Maple Elementary in Springfield, he was placed in a gifted reading program, and 
as a fifth-grader, he said, he broke the school record in the Reading Counts program 
in which students get points for reading and passing a test on the book. 

he smiled proudly when he recounted his 752 points, blowing away the previous 
record of 312 points. he pulled in 90 points with "the lord of the Rings" trilogy. 

Middle school was a hard time. Hernandez attended three schools in three cities, end-
ing in Gresham. "At middle school, I didn't really try," he said. "I was high risk." 

If he attended, he just sat in class, doing nothing. 

"I didn't really learn anything," he said. 

he left Reynolds middle school with a 1.6 grade-point average, but high school gave 
him a chance to start over. 

Community School is designed for kids like Hernandez. It is a small, nurturing school 

with close ties between teachers and students. hamilton described the teachers as a 
surrogate family for the students. 

"When I started here, reality hit," Hernandez said. "If I didn't do well, I would 
probably be a dropout." 

he ended his freshman year with a 3.0 average. 

But he didn't stop there. By the end of his sophomore year, he pulled straight a's. 

During the beginning of his junior year, he struggled with a difficult foster family 
that didn't allow him time for homework, he said. At one point, he walked away 
and slept in parks or in apartment complex courtyards. He showed up at school 
when he could. 

"his foster placement was not good," said hamilton. "It did not match very well 
who he was and what he was trying to become." 

Hernandez's caseworker found him a better home and he, again, prospered, bring-
ing his grades back up. 

This year, he took dual-credit classes at Portland Community College and has 
about 12 college credits to his name. 

Hernandez's friends describe him as quiet and somewhat introverted but always 
there for them. 

Kaitlyn schneider,18, said he befriended her when she was the new girl at school. 
"If I have any troubles at home, he's always listening," she said. 

Jesse White said he admires Hernandez's ability to adapt. 

"Since he's been in foster care, he knows how to deal with really bad situations," 
he said. 

For his part, Hernandez has always kept his own counsel, which may have kept 
him out of trouble over the years. 

"I guess I think about the future more than the past," he said, adding that he wanted 
to break his family's high school dropout tradition. 

Hernandez said he has 11 siblings, but his mother lost them all to foster care be-
cause she was an addict. he is the second youngest and said most of his brothers 
are in jail. He met his mother for the first time this year. He doesn't know where 
his father is. 

Cases like Hernandez' are uncommon nowadays, said Gene Evans, Department of 
Human Services spokesperson. The average stay in foster care is about 16 months, 
and the average number of home placements is two. 

"It's a difficult place to grow up," Evans said. "Living in a perpetual place of flux 
is not a good placement for kids." 

Of the kids who have done well, like Hernandez, he said, "Success is by their own 
force of will." 

Hernandez plans to attend Portland Community College, then head to Portland 
State University, where he will study to be come a social worker. 

asked what advice he would give other kids in his situation, Hernandez 
thought for a moment and said, "Prove to yourself that you're better than 
what life has to throw at you."
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OBITuaRy nOTICes
now on Tribal Website!

Dear Klamath tribal Readers.  as you may have noticed, 
we have not had space for our tribal obituaries to be placed 
in the tribal newsletter therefore, in an effort to better notify 
the membership, the obituaries are now available to view on 
our tribal website (within the "tRIBal News/INFO sec-
tion on the home page).  

www.klamathtribes.org

We thank you for your patience and understanding.

taylor David- News editor 

Congratulations to alexander 
and adam leate, who graduated 
from the automotive technology 
program with an associates from 
alameda College, in the Bay area. 
they are the sons of Kathalina Fu-
entes, Klamath tribal member.
 
their family here in Oregon are 
very proud of them.

Congratulations goes to Klamath tribal 
Member, Derek Kimbol, who earned his 
Bachelor of arts Degree in environmental 
studies, in the Fall of 2011, from the one 
and only University of Oregon!

Go Ducks!

Congratulations goes to Bruitus B. 
montes de Oca, enrolled Klamath 
member,  a 3.7 graduate from astoria 
high school on June 9, 2012.  

his future plans are to continue his 
education majoring in education with 
music as his minor at the University of 
Oregon.  his proud parents are luel-
len montes de Oca and eugene h. Ray, 
both enrolled members of the Klamath 
tribe.

Congratulations to william allen hess, 
who graduated from Bonanza High 
school on June 9, 2012. 

he is the son of proud parents missy & 
tetter hess.

this fall he will be attending OIt (Ore-
gon Institute of technology) in Klamath 
Falls, OR.

Mark your Calendar's now!
see you in Chiloquin, Oregon

4th Weekend in august 24, 25, 26, 2012!


