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 Klamath Tribes Historic Treaty Right Water Call
 
Chiloquin, OR- On June 10, 2013, the Klamath tribes delivered to 
the Oregon water Resources Department a “call” requesting that the 
Department take action to enforce the tribes’ water rights that have 
been determined in the Klamath Basin adjudication. a “call” is a re-
quest that the Department’s water master reduce illegal water uses 
and water uses whose priority date is junior to the calling party, until 
enough water becomes available to meet the party’s rights. Other calls 
are also expected from Irrigation Districts and others with senior wa-
ter rights. These are the first such “calls” of their type in the Klamath 
Basin because prior to the Department’s recent order in the adjudi-
cation determining the pre-1909 and federal and tribal rights in the 
Basin, OwRD did not have a basis to enforce for or against junior or 
senior water rights.

the Klamath tribes’ rights are based on the needs of plant, wildlife, 
and fish species the Tribes reserved the right to harvest in the Treaty 
of 1864, including fish in several rivers, lakes and marshes of the Up-
per Klamath Basin. The Tribes’ water rights have been affirmed in the 
courts to have a “time immemorial” priority date, and are the most 
senior in the Basin. The rights provide that specific quantities of water 
are to be maintained instream to provide for fisheries and other treaty 
resources. Because the stream flows are currently lower than 

the tribes’ rights, the tribes have asked for illegal uses and junior
uses to be restricted until the flows are met.
 

Klamath tribes Chairman Don Gentry explained, “Our water rights 
are essential to the protection of our treaty resources. I think every-
one knows the Tribes are committed to protecting our Treaty fish-
eries, and this is an important step in that direction. these are not 
rights granted to the tribes by the state or the federal government; 
they are rights our ancestors reserved in the treaty of 1864.”
 
the tribal water rights have been in litigation in the adjudication 
since it began in 1975.
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the Klamath 
Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed at the end of the month, or as funding 
allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of 
each month- (for the following month’s publication).                     
* Submissions:
Submissions should be typed and not exceed 500 words. Submissions 
must include the author’s signature, address and phone number. 
Submissions are used as fillers and publication is strictly dependent 
upon space availability. We cannot guarantee publication of any arti-
cle or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4-6- Fillers (when space is available, must be submitted by the family): 
i.e.- Obituaries, Wedding, Birth, and Family Announcements, 
Graduations, Individual Tribal member info., Birthdays,  Etc...
Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any and All 
articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are subject to 
review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, slanderous, or per-
sonal attacks will not be printed.
*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor David -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of K-News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” 
   envelope.
* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submission. The 
Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for clarity and length, 
or refuse publication of any material that may contain libelous state-
ments or personal attacks. The Klamath News may not be used as a 
personal forum for any individual(s). All articles are subject to review/
approval by the Klamath Tribes Tribal Council. Published information 
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal 
employees, or the Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Dept. Staff:
 

*Ms. Taylor Tupper-David, 
     Public Information/News Manager
     Member of Native American  
     Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).

taylor.david@klamathtribes.com

*Mrs. Rhonda Kruhler 
     Public Information/News Clerk
     (541) 783-2219 ext. 151

rhonda.kruhler@klamathtribes.com

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 151 or ext. 147 
  
or  Visit the Tribal Website at:

www.klamathtribes.org

(continued from page one...)
 
most people in the Basin have long known that the tribes’ senior water rights would 
one day be enforced, and there would be a transition from unregulated water use. Gentry 
observed, “everyone has known this day was coming. It is unfortunate that more people 
did not join in our cooperative effort to resolve water issues without litigation and calls, 
but that was their choice. Currently this is the only path available to us to protect our re-
sources.”
 

water use in the Basin has not been closely monitored or measured in the past, so it is dif-
ficult to say specifically what the impacts of the call will be. But it seems safe to predict 
that enforcement of the tribes’ rights will bring changes to Basin water management.
 

the call is partly due to the shortage of water resulting from the drought plaguing the 
Basin this year. the water supply is well below normal. will hatcher, Director of the 
Klamath tribes Natural Resource Department and member of the of the tribes’ Negotiat-
ing Team observed, “A drought emergency has been officially declared, and that provides 
some flexibility. But in the end, the Water master is required to allocate water according to 
the priority-date system.”

How long the call will remain in effect is difficult to predict because there has never been
a call of this type in the Basin before. also, the result depends in part on the weather and
duration of the drought.
______________________________________________________________________

A Note from the Tribal Council to Klamath Tribal 
Members Regarding Current Water Issues

since the Klamath tribes and Klamath Project irrigators have made a call for enforce-
ment of water rights, there has been increasing tension in the Klamath Basin Community. 
these calls for water rights enforcement, in combination with severe drought conditions, 
have shut off irrigated agriculture above and around Klamath and Agency Lakes. Under-
standably, this is a very serious issue affecting our entire Klamath Basin community, and 
has raised tensions between some members of the off-Project agricultural community and 
their supporters, with Klamath Project irrigators and the Klamath tribes. It is dishearten-
ing, however, though the Klamath Project irrigators have has also made a call, there is a 
disproportionate focus on the Klamath tribes. this is evident by increasing derogatory and 
racially charged comments expressed in our local community, on computer websites, and 
in other public forums. 

there has also been a reported increase to confrontations centered around the current wa-
ter issues between individual members of the non-Native community and Klamath tribal 
members. Because of this, we encourage you to avoid engaging in potential threatening 
confrontations, and that you file a report on any incidents of harassment, intimidation, and 
threats or acts of violence with local enforcement authorities. It is important to report any 
relevant information you may have, including the names of those present, descriptions of 
individuals and vehicles, date, time, location, and description of incident that occurred.
If you have questions, or need assistance filing a report, please contact someone the Tribal 
Council for assistance.

For more information contact:
Klamath tribal Chairman, Don Gentry, 
(541) 783-2219 ext. 100 541-892-1433  or email: don.gentry@klamathtribes.com
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Case Management Conference Gets Underway

 
June 12, 2013
Klamath County Circuit Court
316 main street
Klamath Falls, Oregon
 
Information and photos by Taylor R. Tupper- Klamath Tribal News Dept.
 
Klamath Falls- June 12, 2013, marked another monumental and his-
toric event regarding the Klamath tribes water adjudication, with 
the honorable Judge Cameron F. wogan presiding.
 
The conference, which won't be finished until next year- 2014, start-
ed with a welcome and court introduction, then moved to an over-
view of procedures and protocol, and into discussions and procedure 
recommendations on:  Case management; Oregon water Resource 
Department compilation and website information; service Issues and 
current service list; Form of exceptions and proceedings; telephonic 
hearings and appearances; Comments regarding initial hearing; lim-
its or not on briefing; Substitution parties; and other topics that may 
apply.  this conference is to discuss case management issues and the 
court will use this input to make future case management decisions.
 
Klamath tribal Chairman Don Gentry was in attendance along with 
Council members, Kathy hill, anna Bennett, and taylor tupper.   
Tribal Water Attorney, Carl "Bud" Ullman represented the tribes at 
the hearing, and water team Representative, Jeff mitchell, also at-
tended on the tribes behalf.

June 12th marked day one of the conference, the hearings will con-
tinue thru 2013- into-2014.  Updates and information will be pro-
vided to the membership via the water team , tribal Government, 
the newsletter and website: www.klamathtribes.org   (water Rights 
Update section).

 Klamath Tribal Water Attorney, Carl Ullman (far left), takes notes 
and has represented the Klamath People for over
25 years protecting treaty Resources.

On June 12, 2013, Klamath tribal Council members, Don Gentry 
and taylor tupper, attended, on behalf of the Klamath tribes, a new 
employee orientation and Forest leadership team meeting at the 
Chiloquin Ranger District.  Chairman Gentry graciously shared a 
presentation regarding the tribes-Forest relationship, tribal history 
and current priorities with Forest employees and staff. 
 
some of new employees were District Rangers, staff and program 
managers.  Following the presentation, the Forest service prepared 
a huge potluck BBQ, and visiting with old and new friends was the 
final business of the day.   
 
For more information please feel free to call or send an email to: 
 
amy Gowan
Partnership Coordinator
tribal Government Relations staff
sRs t2 Program manager/Fremont-winema RaC DFO
 
Fremont-winema National Forest
2819 Dahlia street suite a
Klamath Falls, OR  97601
541-883-6741 (office)
541-274-1667 (cell)
541-885-3452 (fax)

 
"Encouragement is the oxygen of the soul"

Government to Government Relations
Fremont/Winema National Forest and Klamath Tribes
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In late June, 2013, Klamath tribal Council members, Chairman, 
Don Gentry; Vice-Chairwoman Vivian Kimbol; secretary torina 
Case; and Council members taylor R. tupper and Rosemary tree-
top all traveled to Reno, Nevada, for the mid-Year National Con-
gress of american Indians (NCaI) Conference. Founded in 1944 
the NCaI is the oldest, largest, and most reresentative american 
Indian and alaska Native organization serving the broad interests 
of tribal governments and communities.

NCaI is organized as a representative congress of american Indi-
ans and alaska Natives the serves to develop consensus on national 
priority issues that impact tribal sovereignty. tribal Governments 
pass resolutions to become members of NCaI, each tribe selecting 
official delegates to represent their nations. Each tribe comes to 
vote on important issues facing Indian Country, promote their tribe, 
and meet new and old friends for tribal business and progression. 
NCAI is known as the Unified Voice of Indian Country.

Renewable energy was one of the priorites at this event, and Chair-
man Gentry and Council member tupper had the priveledge of at-
tending a private meeting with Pilar thomas of the Department of 
energy. the meeting was arranged by Councilman shawn Jackson, 
who was unable to attend, but who's been instrumental in the en-
ergy team. the Klamath tribes will now, due to these efforts, host 
a representative from the Department of energy who will assist the 
tribe in developing a Renewable energy strategical Plan.  as the 
team leader, Councilman Jackson and several others within the 
Klamath tribes, will assist in this effort.  Other sessions attended 
by the Council included, economic Development, Cultural Protec-
tion, wind energy, health Care, Budgets, Indian Gaming, technol-
ogy, education, and Natural Resources, just to name a few.  tribal 
delegates will continue to have a presence at NCaI and promote the 
Klamath tribes and our vision for the future.

For more information please feel free to contact tribal Council 
members Gentry, Kimbol, Case, tupper, or treetop.  each attended 
different sessions and made connections for the tribe.

NCAI OPENING CEREMONIES

Chairman Don Gentry, Indian health service Director, Dr. Yvette Ru-
bidoux, and tribal Council member taylor R. tupper, had a moment 
to visit, meet, and discuss her presentation on Indian health.

Chairman Gentry pictured here with Klamath Indian, mark Cruz, who 
also attended NCaI and will be working in D.C. soon on the hill.

Klamath Indian, and Klamath Union 
Graduate, mark Cruz, will soon be a 
legislative fellow starting July 29th for 
Congressman tom Cole who is an en-
rolled Chickasaw tribal member from 
Oklahoma. (Cole/Cruz pictured left).

Cruz received his Bachelors in sci-
ence from Pepperdine University in 
2010. then taught on the Rosebud 
Reservation for two years. He finished 
his Masters Degree in Urban Educa-
tion Policies from Brown University 
in may 2013.  he is the son of leta 
Unive and the grandson of the late 
Poncho and Bunny Unive.
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WE WANT ACTION & KBRA SUPPORT IN D.C.!

salmon Rally- Portland, Oregon: may 30th, 2013
 
Klamath Communities Rally to support Klamath Res-
toration agreements- KBRa.  we still need washin-
ton support on the hill!

what: the Klamath Justice Coalition will hosted a 
march through the lloyd Center district and rally out-
side Senator Wyden’s Portland, Oregon office to show 
support for federal legislation that would: restore the 
Klamath River basin, bolster endangered fish popula-
tions, balance water use between fish, farms, and wild-
life refuges, provide affordable power for agriculture, 
remove four outdated dams, and end a costly rotating 
water crises. this year’s drought declaration threat-
ens to ignite another water war in the Klamath basin, 
which the Klamath Justice Coalition believes can be 
averted by passing legislation to enact the Klamath 
Restoration Agreements.  As Chair of the US Senate 
Committee on energy and Natural Resources, sena-
tor Wyden has already held the first hearing for the 
Klamath restoration legislation on June 20, 2013, in 
washington, D.C.

the rally began at holladay Park, from there the group 
marched to the Portland office of PacifiCorp, the util-
ity that owns the four Klamath River dams and then 
on to Senator Wyden’s Portland office.. Klamath com-
munity leaders spoke at both venues.

the Klamath Justice Coalition is a tribal-led effort 
that is also supported by many non-tribal farmers and 
fishermen who together share interest in restoring the 
Klamath River basin and local economies, jobs and 
cultural traditions that depend on a healthy river and 
ecosystem.  this event was part of the Coalition’s on-
going campaign called “Un-Dam the Klamath.”  

Klamath tribal members participate in salmon Rally... Bring home the salmon!

Frankie myers, mollie white and Craig tucker of the lower Klamath River Co-
alition, bring representation from the Karuk and Yurok Tribes to support the fish.
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Class of 2014:  

the announcements for scholarships will be coming out soon, 
in particular, the Gates millennium scholarship.  the Gates 
scholarship will fund your unmet need for any college our uni-
versity that you want to attend.  If you are in the right field it 
will take you all the way to a Doctorate.  a student must be 
an enrolled tribal member or descendant to be eligible to ap-
ply and have a GPa of 3.33. the Gates scholarship will open 
august 1 and can be accessed at the american Indian Graduate 
Center website.   this scholarship is lengthy so get a jump start 
on it now.  If you have questions about this scholarship you 
may contact either Coquise wilson at (800) 524-9787 exten-
sion 133 or Brenda Frank at extension 109.

College/ University Students;
the Klamath tribes education & employment Department is 
offering to Klamath tribes members two scholarships on top of 
the current tribal scholarship.  

1. Oregon Community Fund.  If you are a student enrolled 
in a vocational program there is a one-time scholarship avail-
able to first year students.  The application is a one pager.  It 
will require the completion of the application, a letter, and 
Klamath Tribal verification.  To apply or ask questions call or 
email Coquise wilson at (800) 524-1787 extension 133 or co-
quise.wilson@klamathtribes.com. 

2. Natural Resource science scholarship.  If you are a de-
clared Natural or Environmental Science field there is a schol-
arship available.  You must be an enrolled Klamath tribes 
member and must have a cumulative GPa of 2.0.  the applica-
tion is a one page.  It will require the completion of the appli-
cation, a letter, current official transcript indicating cumulative 
GPA and declared major, also the Klamath Tribal verification 
form.  If you have a Klamath tribes scholarship application on 
file for the academic year 2013-14 please contact the Depart-
ment.   to apply or ask questions call or email Coquise wilson 
at (800) 524-1787 extension 133 or coquise.wilson@klamath-
tribes.com

Family Day- Friday, August 16th, 2013

An attention family with students in public schools 
the JOM Coordinator, Alethea Barlowe, has an-
nounced the day for the Annual Family Day, which 
is Friday, August 16th.  The plan is a day trip to 
Lake of the Woods.  More information will be fol-
lowing this announcement.   Keep an eye open for 
the fliers. 

     

Become a Foster Parent Today!                 
the Klamath tribes Child welfare Department is currently look-
ing for outgoing individuals & Families to open up their homes to 
provide a safe, warm, loving environment for our tribal children.

Foster Parent application Process:

1. Foster Parent application
2. Reference Check
3. Criminal Background check
4. Finger Printing
5. Internal check for involvement in the Child welfare system

accepted applicants will then begin the process of becoming certi-
fied Klamath Tribal Foster Parents.

If you are interested in becoming a Foster Parent please call for 
more information.

Candi l. Crume, Child Protection service specialist
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, Oregon 97624
541-783-2219 ext.187
candi.kirk@klamathtribes.com
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Notice 2013 unclaimed per capita checks

“ALL UNCLAIMED, NOT EXPENDED, LOST AND 
STOLEN, OR STALE DATED CHECKS WILL BE 
VOID AFTER 180 DAYS (DECEMBER 31, 2013) PER 
KTRAP, SECTION 50.14 (l)

arguello, Raquel marie Parazoo, Vincent Dunner
atkinson Jr., miles anthony Parkins, James Joseph
atkinson, tony a. Pritchett, Jennifer D.
avila III, albert mario (2012/2013)
Rank, Rebecca K.
Banks, sonny Rechel, Dave ted
Barkley, loren Reed, Juanita marie
Brown Jr., allen lee Reed, Kathryn elaine
Rhoades, Clayton trevor
Charles, Duran Riddle sr., Garin Duane
Charles, Kyra a.
Chiloquin, Kilda (2012) sarvinski, andrew Gabriel
Cole, lesley wayne schweizer, Connie may
Cortez-Garcia, lorena B. shadley Jr., Ronald loren
Crume, Debra lynn sherman, Christina R. (2012/2013)
Crume, lorena Ruth slaughter Jr., John henry
Crume, Rashell lee smith, marisha aleen
smith, matthew Paul
Day, elizabeth ann springer, David eric
Dumont III, James edward styles, Douglas l.
etavard, Patricia ellen taylor, heidi lynette
evans, Jeffery steven taylor, shelly Dawn
Farmer Jr., loren John tecumseh, leslie angelina
Fleshman, ann marie terminello, Bertina wihamina
Foster, andrew lee(2012/2013) tupper, Clint stormy
Foster, James s.P tupper, Dustin J.
Foster Jr., Vernon Fred
Velasquez, tina lone
Gallagher, anthony w. Villarreal, Denise Faye
Gibbons, lewis harvey
Glenn-low, Beverly marie
Gonzalez, terra Renae
Hankins, Staci Wakefield, Gail Diane
haskins, Charisse V. walker, shasta Rose
hatcher, Nefertez Cleo weiser, Brandon Floyd (2012/2013)
henry, landon merle wells, leonard Dean
herkshan III, enos Ivan wilder, lord F.
hernandez, Barbara D. wright, Nathaniel Patrick
hernandez, Daryl m.
hernandez, miguel m. Yanez, Jerry merced
herrera, Conrad Conn York, shawna lee
holden, Jennifer Jo
huitt, Dakota lobo
huitt, Jodi lyn
Jackson, Calvin leroy

Jackson, Jose (2012/2013))
Jackson, Keith lee
Jackson, shannon D.
Jahnke shawna D.
Joe, Nathan s.
John, shanon Rebecca
Jones, sharon Daisy
Jones II, wiley sarrol
lugo, melvira Yvonne
lugo, tilla lorina
melton, Kenneth l.R (2012/2013)
mcCulloch, Chad Dustin
mcGirr, Nikki l.
miller, Christopher C.
miller, elvin lee
miller, linda Gay
miller, shane torrey
mitchell Jr., James F.
mitchell, Joseph Paul
Nelson, lance skyhawk
Nelson, ta-sheena
Orton, ernest Richard
Parazoo, Vincent Dunner
Parkins, James Joseph
Pritchett, Jennifer D.
Rank, Rebecca K.
Rechel, Dave ted
Reed, Juanita marie
Reed, Kathryn elaine
Rhoades, Clayton trevor
Riddle sr., Garin Duane
sarvinski, andrew Gabriel
schweizer, Connie may
shadley Jr., Ronald loren
sherman, Christina R. (2012/2013)
slaughter Jr., John henry
smith, marisha aleen
smith, matthew Paul
springer, David eric
styles, Douglas l.
taylor, heidi lynette
taylor, shelly Dawn
tecumseh, leslie angelina
terminello, Bertina wihamina
tupper, Clint stormy
tupper, Dustin J.
Velasquez, tina lone
Villarreal, Denise Faye
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Welcome NASA students 
to the Klamath Tribes

Recently, students from the 
lower Klamath River tribes, 
Florida, and as far away as 
london, visited the Klamath 
tribes as part of a far-reaching, 
innovative educational research 
program undertaken by Nasa, 
in collaboration with tribal 
Governments and Federal Nat-
ural Resource agencies.

the program provides an un-
paralleled experience in devel-
oping high-potential tribal col-
lege students to become leaders 
in uniting science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics with 
earth observations and natural 
resource conservation. 

the program is an intensive, ten-week, world-class interdisciplinary research program offered to a select group of 6 tribal college students 
under the guidance of Nasa ames Research Center and partner science advisors from federal natural resource agencies. 

the program is an opportunity to perform meaningful research under the guidance of mentors who are accomplished professional research 
staff.  the selected tribal student will not be an employee of Nasa, but an independent researcher working in collaboration with Nasa.

two weeks of the program will be spent at Nasa ames Research Center, mountain View, California working in a team environment, de-
signing an executing a collaborative research projects.  Eight weeks will be spent in the field.  Students were hosted by the Klamath Tribes 
in late June and spent time at the Natural Resource Research water station, tribal administration, and with the tribes water biologist.

the program is more than a research internship.  at its heart are the participants (college students), mentors (science professionals), and 
tribal leaders who are deeply committed to each other’s success in using science to research and protect our natural resource for future 
generations.

Photo by: taylor R. tupper, Klamath tribes Public Relations/News. Dept.
 
Raefield "Pockets" Benson - Colville Tribe (Klamath Tribes of Oregon Descendant)
amy Gowan, Fremont-winema National Forest service
Kathleen mitchell, Klamath tribal administration General manager
Darcey evans - Quartz Valley Indian Reservation
eldon Kinney - Yurok tribe
Oshun O'Rourke - Yurok tribe
Sue Mattenberger, US Fish and Wildlife
Kagat mcQuillen - Yurok tribe
Darrel aubrey - Karuk tribe

Building Relations ~ Working Together ~ Gathering Information ~ To Build a Brighter Future
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Waq'li'si- Greetings, from the Klamath Tribal Health Staff 2013.  Working to help you ... Mo ben dic hosIntemblek - To be in good health again! 


