
Page 1,  Klamath News 2010

 

The Klamath Tribes, P.O. Box 436, Chiloquin, OR 97624
1-800-524-9787 or (541) 783-2219  Website: www.klamathtribes.org

Volume 34,  Issue 1  1ST QTR. ISSUE 2018
JANUARY-MARCH

KLAMATH  NEWS
THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE KLAMATH TRIBES:

KLAMATH, MODOC, AND YAHOOSKIN
TREATY OF 1864

Mogenkaskit Lalo Schonchin Captain Jack

Charley

Winema

The Klamath Tribes
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PRESORTED 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID

CHILOQUIN, OR
PERMIT NO. 4

KLAMATH TRIBES OF OREGON PRESS RELEASE - Distributed February 13, 2018
Issuance of Draft 60-Day Notice to Protect C'waam and Koptu

Chiloquin, OR- On Friday, February 9, 2018, attorneys for the Klamath Tribes sent a letter to 
representatives of three federal agencies requesting that Upper Klamath Lake be managed at 
higher levels throughout the upcoming irrigation season to protect the endangered C’waam 
and Koptu (Lost River and Shortnose suckers, respectively).  

The Tribes’ letter – a 60-day notice required under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
in order to file a lawsuit to protect listed species such as the C’waam and Koptu – requested 
that the Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and National Marine Fisher-
ies Service take “immediate, emergency measures” to provide sufficient water for the tribal 
fisheries and correct other deficiencies of the 2013 Biological Opinion.  The Tribes see 2018 
as a potential tipping point, believing that the Biological Opinion is inadequate to preclude 
the possibility of an extinction level event for the C’waam, the Koptu, or both this water year.

The C’waam and Koptu fisheries sustained the Tribes’ people for millennia.  In addition to 
providing for the Tribes’ subsistence, treaty resources are central to the Tribes’ ability to main-
tain and exercise their cultural and spiritual practices, which in turn are critical to the physical 
and social health of tribal families and community. Without these treaty resources, the Tribes 
do not have the ability to live as Klamath People in the way their Creator intended.  The Klam-
ath Tribes have a responsibility to restore and steward the C’waam and Koptu, and other tribal 
treaty resources, for their current members and future generations.   

According to Klamath Tribal Chairman Don Gentry, “It is regrettable that we have to consider 
taking such a serious action as litigation at this time. We simply have little choice given the 
serious declining population status of the C’waam and Koptu in Klamath Lake. Our fisheries 
staff have shared with us that extinction is imminent given their currently declining popula-
tion trends, and could occur in any given year due to poor lake conditions. The recent and 
frequent dry water years, such as that expected to occur again this year, raises our concerns 
significantly. Because of the dire situation our fisheries are facing, our position is that the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, US Fish and Wildlife and other federal agencies are responsible to use 
every means possible to protect them from extinction – including strategic lake level manage-
ment based on currently available science. If our fish disappear, they will be gone forever.”  

While the Tribes invite the federal agencies’ cooperation in resolving the problems identified 
in the letter without litigation, the Klamath Tribes made their intent to sue the agencies clear if 
significant progress to protect the tribal fisheries is not made within the next 60 days. 

More information contact: 
Klamath Tribal Chairman, Don Gentry, (541) 892-1433  or email: don.gentry@klamathtribes.com
Klamath Tribal Secretary, Roberta Frost, (541)783-2219 ext. 170 or email: roberta.frost@klamathtribes.com
  

Prayers for the Protection of the Fish... 
If the Fish Die - The People Die.
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the Klamath 
Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed quarterly or as funding allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of 
each month- (for the next publication).                     
* Submissions:
All submissions must be in electronic format.
Submissions should be emailed and not exceed 500 words. Submissions 
must include the author’s name, address and phone number. Submissions 
are used as fillers and publication is strictly dependent upon space avail-
ability. We cannot guarantee publication of any article or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4- Fillers (when space is available).

Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any and All 
articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are subject to 
review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, slanderous, or per-
sonal attacks will not be printed.

*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor Tupper -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of Tribes News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” envelope.
   *Electronic submissions will not be returned.

* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submission. The 
Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for clarity and length, 
or refuse publication of any material that may contain libelous state-
ments or personal attacks. The Klamath News may not be used as a 
personal forum for any individual(s). All articles are subject to review/
approval by the Klamath Tribes Tribal Council. Published information 
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal 
employees, or the Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Dept. Staff:
 

*Ms. Taylor R. Tupper
     Public Information/News Manager
     Member of Native American  
     Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).
taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com

*Mrs. Rhonda Kruhler 
     Public Information/News Clerk
     (541) 783-2219 ext. 151
rhonda.kruhler@klamathtribes.com

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 151 or ext. 147 
  
or for Current Web News visit: "What's Happening" at:

www.klamathtribes.org

The Next Standing Rock? A Pipeline Battle Looms in Oregon
By Klamath Tribal Chairman, Don Gentry and Emma Marris 

MARCH 8, 2018

Water not diverted by dams flows back into the Klamath River near Keno, Ore. Several dams are scheduled 
to be removed in 2020, but a proposed pipeline has raised fears that construction and leaks could threaten a 
revitalized river. Credit Jeff Barnard/Associated Press

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore. — Each spring and fall in the old days, Chinook salmon swam 
up the Klamath River, crossing the Cascade Mountains, to Upper Klamath Lake, 4,000 
feet above sea level. For millenniums, the Klamath, Modoc and Yahooskin Band of Snake 
Indians fished salmon from the lake and the river. The Klamath had agreements with the 
downriver tribes — the Karuk, Hoopa and Yurok among them — to let fish pass so that 
some could swim all the way back to their spawning grounds.

After dams were built on the river starting in 1912, the salmon were blocked. Today the 
only “c’iyaals hoches” (salmon runs) enacted by the Tribes, whose members carry carved 
cedar salmon on a 300-mile symbolic journey from the ocean to the traditional spawning 
grounds to bring home the spirit of the fish.

Several Salmon Spirit Runners 2017 
with Karuk Tribal Chairman, Russell 
Attebery and Klamath Tribal Chair-
man, Don Gentry. Photo Credit Taylor 
Tupper/Klamath News Dept. Summer 
2017 on the Klamath River, OR.

The Klamath River’s dams are 
scheduled to be demolished by 
2020, in what will be one of 
the largest river restorations in 
American history. But there’s a 
threat to the dream of a revital-
ized river — a project that would 

The New York Times ran the Klamath Tribes Op-Ed March 8, 2018
*Special Thank you to our friend, Emma Marris, for moving this for-
ward with the NY Times for the protection of Clean Water.
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simultaneously contributing to climate change, desecrating grave 
sites and trampling the traditional territory of the Klamath people. 
If you’ve read anything at all about the protests near the Standing 
Rock Sioux Reservation in North Dakota, you might be able to 
guess what that threat is.

It’s a pipeline.

The Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline would run 229 miles from Ma-
lin to Coos Bay, Ore., crossing underneath the Klamath River near 
the city of Klamath Falls. It would extend, via interconnections, 
the Ruby Pipeline, carrying natural gas from Wyoming to a huge 
planned storage and export terminal for sales to countries in the 
Pacific Rim.

The company behind the pipeline, Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline 
LP, and the export terminal, Jordan Cove Energy Project LP, are 
both owned by the Pembina Pipeline Corporation, based in Cal-
gary, Alberta. The companies claim that the pipeline and the ter-
minal will create jobs and produce around $20 million a year in 
tax revenue in some of the poorest counties in Oregon. And they 
promise that the 36-inch underground pipe will be barely notice-
able — and safe.

For the pipeline to proceed, the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission must decide that it’s in the public interest. The commission 
has already decided that it isn’t, twice. 

In March 2016 it denied the project’s application, and in December 
of that year, it turned down a request for a rehearing. The com-
mission said that the companies had failed to demonstrate that the 
benefits outweighed the project’s negative impacts. Now the com-
panies are trying again, though the commission said they had failed 
to show there was market demand for the project.

A protest in 2016 against Jordan Cove LNG and its plan to build the Pacific Con-
nector natural gas pipeline in Oregon. Credit Jamie Lusch/The Medford Mail 
Tribune, via Associated Press

Last spring, Gary Cohn, director of the National Economic Coun-
cil, seemed to throw the Trump administration’s support behind the 

project, saying, “The first thing we’re going to do is we’re going to 
permit an LNG export facility in the Northwest.” With four of the 
energy commission’s five members appointed by Mr. Trump, Mr. 
Cohn’s vow is particularly worrisome. So is the Trump administra-
tion’s plan to speed up the permitting of natural gas pipelines, as laid 
out in its recently released infrastructure proposal.

If the pipeline gets built, the initial construction jobs will disappear 
as soon as it is done. As far as the Klamath people are concerned, 
this pipeline is a bad idea even if the price of gas were predicted to 
skyrocket. The Klamath people oppose this project because it puts at 
risk their watersheds, forests, bays, culture, spiritual places, homes, 
climate and future.

The 95-foot-wide gash through the tribes’ ancestral territory that 
pipeline construction would require would be likely to unearth long-
buried ancestors and pulverize sites of cultural importance. Construc-
tion would strip shade from streams and pollute them with sediment, 
harming fish central to the Klamath’s traditions and way of life. 

If the pipeline catches fire or leaks, the Klamath River and its fish will 
be put at risk. The track record of fossil fuel pipelines suggests such 
a calamity is only a matter of time.

The Klamath negotiated a Treaty with the United States 
in 1864 that established the United States as the tribe’s 
trustee. From the perspective of the Klamath Tribes, 
the federal government should deny approval of this 
destructive pipeline to protect the tribe’s traditional 
homeland.

Though natural gas generates lower greenhouse gas emissions than 
coal, it is still a fossil fuel. Leaks during extraction, transport and 
burning of gas all contribute to climate change. The State of Oregon 
recently announced its intention to meet the Paris climate agreement’s 
emissions targets. 

If the pipeline were to be put in place, according to an 
analysis by Oil Change International, a clean-energy re-
search and advocacy group, it would emit 2.2 million 
metric tons of greenhouse gas annually within Oregon, 
becoming the state’s biggest single source of those emis-
sions after 2020. Notably, several state agencies do have 
the power to deny permits and stop the pipeline from 
being built.

The Klamath Tribes, along with the Yurok and Karuk, hundreds of 
landowners, conservation groups, and concerned citizens, have reg-
istered as intervenors to have legal standing to dispute this pipeline. 
Just as the tribes along the river shared the salmon in the old days, 
those tribes will work together to protect their shared river today.
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You Can Stay Connected  to the Tribe thru...
Email, Facebook, Newsletter, and the Web!

Did you know... in-between the quarterly tribal newsletter  
you can stay connected by getting electronic tribal updates. 

Ways to help you stay connected?

1. Send your email, name and roll# to:
taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com

2. Facebook: 
Become our Friend at: www.klamathtribes.org

"click" the Facebook link on the web or find us at:
"The Official Klamath Tribes Page"

3. "What's Happening" Link on Website
Visit the Website: www.klamathtribes.org

Click : "What's Happening"
(Dwaa Nee Pqa) on the website homepage.

Continued from page 3...

As long as this proposal hangs over the river, the Klamath will stand 
in fierce, firm and unwavering opposition. Only when the pipeline 
is firmly and finally rejected can we look forward to the revitaliza-
tion of the river, and the celebration of the c’iyaals return ceremony 
to mark the first real salmon run in more than 100 years.

Mr. Don Gentry, Chairman of the Klamath Tribes:
The Klamath, Modoc and Yahooskin Piaute people.

Emma Marris is the author of “Rambunctious Garden: 
Saving Nature in a Post-Wild World.”
emmamarris.com   1-443-794-3840

Photo by Taylor Tupper- Klamath Tribes News Dept.
Taken in Klamath Falls, Oregon, at the proposed crossing of the pipeline. 
Under our Sacred Water the Klamath River

“c’iyaals hoches” (salmon runs) - Water is Life!

KTHFS Wellness Center Expands 
Hours of Operation

The priority for Klamath Tribal Health & Family Services is to im-
prove patient satisfaction, access to care, as well as to retain our 
wonderful providers and excellent support staff.  In October 2017, 
the Wellness Center—which includes Medical, Dental, and Pharma-
cy—began staying open and serving patients during the lunch hour 
(12:00 to 1:00 p.m.).  Now we have a plan to stay open later.

At its December 5th meeting, the Health Advisory Committee made 
a motion to support increased hours for the Wellness Center to stay 
open until 5:00 p.m.  Tribal Council approved this recommendation 
in a motion on December 13, 2017.

Effective February 5, 2018, the Wellness Center will be open from 
7:30 to 5:00 p.m. in order to provide our patients more access to the 
clinics and pharmacy.  Please note below the hours for each type of 
clinic service.

Department  Weekdays Hours
  
Medical  M-F 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Nurse Clinic  M-F 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Medical Walk-in M-F 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
  
Dental  M-F 7:45 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Dental Walk-in M-F 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
  
Pharmacy  M-F 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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OEM hosted the bi-annual Oregon Tribal preparedness coalition meeting, in 
Salem, Oregon on February 15, 2018.

A coalition of Tribal, state, and federal governments from emergency man-
agement, public health, and public safety work together to prepare communi-
ties for disasters.

The coalition meeting covers topics including government-to-government 
relations, tribal consultation, conducting effective exercises, hazard mitiga-
tion planning, and long-term resilience to disaster events.

For more information contact: 
Zak Jackson, Klamath Tribes Emergency Manager at 541-783-
2219 ext. 184 or email: zakary.jackson@klamathtribes.com

 

Pictured L to R: Carey Palm, Tribal Liaison HSPR; Steve Warden, Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde; Haleigh Leslie, PHEP Liaison HSPR; Glen Sakamura, Confederated Tribes 
Siletz; Zak Jackson, Klamath Tribes; Brandy Bishop Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde; 
Nikowa Kates, Klamath Tribal Health; Erik Rau, Tribal Liaison OEM; Dan Martinez, 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs; Ray Denny Confederated Tribes of Umatilla; Brad 
Kneaper, Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw; Bonnie Petersen, Con-
federated Tribes of Siletz; Tracy Depew, Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Indians; Taylor Ellis, 
CDC-NPAIHB; Adam Haas, Tribal Rep State Interoperable Emergency Communications; 
Bridget Canniff, NPAIHB; Matthew Lieuallen, Ecology & Environment; Jay Laplante, 
FEMA Tribal Liaison; Aurora Lehr, FEMA Tribal Liaison; Fauna Larkin, Coquille Indian 
Tribe; Jill Snyder, Fiscal HSPR; Leslie Taylor, ESF8 iTEMA; ; Kenton Dick, Burns Paiute; 
Lee Shipman, Shoalwater Bay Tribe WA; John Taylor, Squaxin Island Tribe, Wa; Derek 
Mollier, Coquille Indian Tribe.

NOTICE TO TRIBAL MEMBERS

Klamath Tribal Administration will be making available to 
tribal members on Friday, June 22, 2018 between the hours 
of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, the following office furniture that has 
been declared surplus.

Office Furniture
(chairs, desks, file cabinets, office equipment)

*Note: items are “as is” and may not be in operating 
condition.  Repairs may need to be made to be functional.

All items are as is.

LOCATION

All surplus office furniture items will be set up at the 
Klamath Tribes Maintenance Building located at:
Tribal Administration
501 Chiloquin Blvd
Chiloquin, Oregon

TIME SCHEDULE/Bring I.D.
Tribal Elders/Veterans:  8am-9am
Tribal College Students:  9am-11am
Tribal High School Students:  11am-1pm
Tribal Members:  1pm-3pm
Tribal Employees:  3pm-4pm

The time schedule will be adhered to – if you fall 
into one of the above-mentioned categories, that 
is your scheduled time.

A priority system for the release of the furniture and equip-
ment has been developed.  First priority will be for tribal el-
ders/veterans; second priority is for tribal members currently 
enrolled in college; third priority is for tribal members cur-
rently attending high school; fourth priority is for general 
tribal membership; and fifth priority is for tribal members 
currently employed by the Tribes.  College and high school 
students need to bring proof of school attendance and every-
one will need to bring their tribal enrollment card.

Each individual will need to check in with the Receptionist.  
No one will be allowed to pick up any furniture and/or equip-
ment for someone else or set aside for anyone else.  You need 
to be present at the designated times, to select furniture. NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  

Questions call the Maintenance Program,
at 783-2219 ext. 143 and ask for Todd.
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Klamath Tribes Housing
The Housing Department currently operates 

10 Housing Programs:

 •Low Rent Program
 •Emergency Housing Assistance
 •Emergency Repair Program for Tribal    Elders
 •Preservation
 •Home Grant and Occupancy Program
 •1st Time Homebuyers Down Paymnt Assistance
 •Rental Assistance
 •Transition Rental Assistance
 •pe peep’aak -The Congregate Facility
 •Indian Health Services/Septic and Wells 

Low Rent Program
This program is to provide affordable and decent housing for 
lower income members of the Klamath Tribes. 

The Tribes own a total of 84 homes which are located in Beatty, 
Chiloquin and Klamath Falls.

 The Housing Department pays water, sewer and garbage and 
the rent payment is based on 20% of the gross income. These 
houses are maintained by the Klamath Tribes Maintenance De-
partment.

Home Grant and Occupancy Program
This program is to provide affordable and decent housing for 
lower income members of the Klamath Tribes.  The homes will 
be located on the Tribes 55 acre development near Chiloquin, 
OR.  This is also a lease to own program and the homeowners 
will make their payments to the Housing Department.  

Rental Assistance
This program provides affordable housing for lower income 
members of the Klamath Tribes who would like to live in pri-
vately owned apartments or houses in Klamath County.  The 
Klamath Tribes Housing would pay a portion of the partici-
pants rent based on 20% of their gross income.  There are 80 
vouchers total that are offered for this program.

For more information about these and our other housing 
programs please call the Tribal Housing Department at 

541-783-2219 or 1-800-524-9787
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Attention Graduating Seniors! 
Keep an eye out for the upcoming flyer with a date and location. 
We are in the planning stages of our annual Honor Dinner to honor 
all Klamath County area graduating Native Seniors of 2018. If you 
would like to be part of the event or would like more information 
please contact Alethea Barlowe at 541.783.2219 ext. 208 or alethea.
barlowe@klamathtribes.com  *Please note* You MUST RSVP and 
be in attendance at the event to be honored, we only plan for those 
that RSVP. 

In Addition... If you have a graduating tribal student that you would 
like to recognize, we will be recognizing our tribal students through 
our "Klamath Tribes E-News Spotlight" from the Public Information 
and News Department. 

Please send a jpeg photo, along with the student’s information (ie. 
School, college/next steps, parent info.) to: Alethea Barlowe at ale-
thea.barlowe@klamathtribes.com by May 15th, 2018.  We hope to 
get as many students as possible.
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You are Needed.  Please consider… The OYA (Oregon Youth Authority) is the state's juvenile corrections agency.
 
*Our Mission is to protect the public and reduce crime by holding 
youth offenders accountable and providing opportunities for reforma-
tion in safe environments.
 

*FOSTER CARE IS A STEPPING STONE: 
For various reasons, foster youth are unable to return home 

to their families.
 

Current Numbers:
Currently there are 15 Klamath Tribal Youth in OYA custody.
4-5 are almost ready for Foster Care to be an option for them.
Youth in Care now is 49
Youth on waiting list  - 13 males and 5 females
 
WANT MORE INFORMATION?
For more information contact: Kelly Okili, Foster Care Certifier
(971) 803-8154  email: Kelly.Okili@oya.state.or.us
www.facebook.com/oyafostercare
http://www.oregon.gov/OYA/foster.shtml
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2018 Holidays - Tribal Offices Closed
January 1, 2018 – New Year’s Day   

January 15, 2018 – MLK’s Birthday
February 19, 2018 – President’s Day         

May 25, 2018 – State Indian Day
May 28, 2018 - Memorial Day

July 4, 2018 – Independence Day
August 24, 2018 - Restoration

September 3, 2018 – Labor Day
September 21, 2018 – National Indian Day

November 12, 2018 – Veteran’s Day
November 22, 23, 2018 – Thanksgiving

December 24, 25, 2018 – Christmas
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The application period for the Tribal Youth 
Ecological Forestry Training Program Open Now!

The training runs from June 11 – July 20, 2018.

This program follows the tribal hiring policy and is for ages 18-24.

If you know of anyone who is currently attending or have completed high school/GED and 
falls in to categories listed above please have them contact me.

Applications and Job Descriptions for this program are available in the Education & Employ-
ment Department and an application can be downloaded from the- 
Lomakatsi Website:  www.lomakatsi.org under the News and Events article.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
 

Sally Brandt
Klamath Tribes Employment Specialist Education & Employment Dept.
The Klamath Tribes
501 Chiloquin Blvd. P.O. Box 436, Chiloquin, Oregon 97624
(541) 783-2219, Ext 128, Fax (541)783-7802
email: sally.brandt@klamathtribes.com

wele.q’ak and skis y’ay’na dat
Mount McLaughlin

Guest Column by Tribal Elder, Gordon Bettles

The Klamath name for Mount McLoughlin is skis y’ay’na dat mean-
ing Dwarf Old Woman because it was said that her farts could control 
the west wind. In the summer time when it was hot the Klamath might 
be heard to call out, “skis wele.q’ak ski.cipgi!” meaning, “Little old 
lady comes farting”  to call out a cool western breeze from the Cascade 
Mountains. This was all in reference to the fact that her shape could be 
seen climbing up the mountain.

gmok’aḿĉ - The Creator, had instructed all the people and animals 
a long time ago that they should not climb that mountain. When 
gmok’aḿĉ spoke they knew that his instructions must be followed or 
something bad would happen. wele.q’ak, like all the others, heard his 
order but decided it was her right to climb that mountain. She was, 
after all, an old, small, mean woman that always caused harm and 
discord wherever she went. 

It was well known that if the Klamath saw her, they had to be careful 
because something bad was going to happen to them or someone they 
knew. So, as it was, no one was really surprised when she said she was 
going to climb that mountain no matter what.

wele.q’ak prepared herself for the climb and then tied her baby into 
the cradle board and strapped him to her back. Now, all the animals 
and people watched her as she climbed up the mountain. They talked 
to each other wondering what gmok’aḿĉ would do if she continued or 
even finished her climb. 

g.ag or crow watched her as she climbed and thought about what 
gmok’aḿĉ had instructed them all not to do. He knew it was wrong to 
climb the mountain and watched as wele.qak stubbornly climbed. g.ag 
saw how wrong it was and then thought how stupid it was of her to go 
against the wishes of gmok’amc. It was ridiculous and g.ag knew it! 
He laughed out loud at the stupidity of the situation she had created 
for herself. As soon as he laughed she instantly turned to stone for that 
was g.ag’s power gmok’aḿĉ had given him, the power to punish that 
which was bad and evil.

To this day, you can see wele.q’ak turned to stone on the side of ski 
y’ay’na dat or Mount McLoughlin. It is a reminder to all to always 
follow the rules of gmok’aḿĉ or something bad might happen. 

Is this then why so many climbers in recent times have died or got 
lost on that mountain? It makes you sit and wonder.


