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1ST QTR. ISSUE 2020
SPECIAL COVID-19

The Klamath Tribes Declaration- 2020 COVID-19 Virus Emergency
After careful consideration of all the recent Coronavirus (COVID-19)
developments, and to reduce the exposure of risk to employees, Klamath
Tribal Members, and the community at-large, Klamath Tribal Council and
the Klamath Tribes Incident Emergency Management Team have closed the
majority of all Tribal offices (with exception of the Wellness Medical Center)
and has suspended non-essential services at this time. We will re-evaluate the
situation after April 30, 2020.

During these difficult times of the Covid-19 shutdown,
we want you to know we're here for you.
Daily updates and notices are provided via our Websites and Facebook at:
www.klamathtribalhealth.org & www.klamathtribes.org
Facebook: Klamath Tribal Health or The Official Klamath Tribes

If you have a personal email and would like to be included in the Tribal Notice
E-List, please email your information to: taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com

The Klamath Tribal Council and our Emergency Management Team will
continue to make safety and health a top priority for employees, Tribal Members and the Community. Please remember, prevention is key in slowing the
spread of the virus through good hand hygiene, staying informed, and keeping your distance from others. We thank everyone for your continued understanding as we promote the - Stay at home and Save Lives Effort.
*This e-newsletter provides important Tribal Office/Essential Staff Contact Information,
Tribal Department Updates, and other relevant information needed at this time.
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the
Klamath Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of
Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed quarterly or as funding allows.
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the
15th of the month- (for the next quarterly publication).
* Submissions:
All submissions must be in electronic format.
Submissions should be emailed and not exceed 500 words.
Submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone
number. Submissions are used as fillers and publication is strictly
dependent upon space availability. We cannot guarantee publication of any article or submission.
*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4- Fillers (when space is available).
Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any and
All articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are subject
to review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, slanderous, or
personal attacks will not be printed.
*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor Tupper -K-News, unless
otherwise noted. ©All photos property of Tribes News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
please include a “self addressed stamped” envelope.
*Electronic submissions will not be returned.
* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submission. The Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for
clarity and length, or refuse publication of any material that may
contain libelous statements or personal attacks. The Klamath
News may not be used as a personal forum for any individual(s).
All articles are subject to review/approval by the Klamath Tribes
Tribal Council. Published information does not necessarily reflect
the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal employees, or the
Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible.

* Public Information/News Dept. Staff:
*Ms. Taylor R. Tupper
Public Information/News Manager
News Editor/Publisher
Member of Native American
Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).
taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com

For More Information Contact:
The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR 97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219 ext. 147

or for Current Website News visit:

"What's Happening" at:

www.klamathtribes.org
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Minor Trust Fund
Update
To: Tribal Members
From: Tribal Council
Re: Minor Trust Fund Update

Given the recent stock market volatility caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, Tribal Council has received
several inquiries about the health of
our Minors’ Trust Fund Account.
Members should know that Tribal
Council has received two updates
in the last week from the Vice President and Senior Financial Advisor
at Merrill Lynch.
We continue to monitor the account. As of March 30th, a tribal
member coming of age and cashing out their account would receive
61 percent more than her contributions. While the market as a whole
lost almost 30 percent of its value
by mid-March of 2020, our Minor’s
Fund lost only 12 percent through
March 30th of 2020.
This is because our kids’ funds are
invested conservatively, with 40
percent in no risk, fixed return investments. No part of our Minor’s
Trust has been invested in high-risk
classes of stocks.
For more information, feel free
to call Brandi Hatcher, Tribal
Council Treasurer at 541-7832219 ext. 176 or email
brandi.hatcher@klamathtribes.com
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Tribal Health Emergency Assistance Fund Notice
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College Intern
Program
Application
Extension to
April 30th!
Contact Education Department
for
Applications (PDF) format
The deadline to apply has been
extended to April 30th due to the
COVID-19 virus situation.
Our staff & office hours are limited
so added questions and concerns
will be addressed as quickly as we
can.
Thank you and for more
information contact:
Julie Bettles
Director – The Klamath Tribes
Education & Employment Dept.
PO Box 436
Chiloquin, OR 97624
O: 541-783-2219 X 109
F: 541-783-7802
email:
julie.bettles@klamathtribes.com
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From: Klamath Tribes School Curriculum (Senate Bill 13) Working
Group
To: Members, Klamath Tribes
Waqlis ?aat maqlaqs,
To fulfil its obligations under Senate Bill 13 (“Tribal History/Shared History”)
passed by the state legislature in 2017, the Oregon Department of Education
(ODE) has made funds available for the Klamath Tribes to develop our own
curriculum—lessons about the Klamath Tribes that we would like to see taught
in Oregon schools. A working group (any interested tribal members) was
formed following discussion at the February 15, 2020 General Council Meeting. Our first meeting was hosted by the Klamath Tribes Education Advisory
Committee on March 5th.
Please consider joining our working group. If you can’t do that, please send
us your recommendation(s) about what should be included in the curriculum.
Although ODE has provided a general list of potential topics (included below),
please don’t let their list restrict your ideas. The working group will take responsibility for fitting our members’ views into the ODE list.
From ODE: “tribal history, sovereignty issues, culture, treaty rights, government, socioeconomic experiences, and current events that are historically accurate, culturally relevant, community-based, contemporary, and developmentally appropriate.”
If you send more than three topics, please rank your top three. Please send
your ideas to Abby Hall (gabriann@hotmail.com) and Clay Dumont (cdumont.
council@klamathtribes.com) no later than March 18th.
There will be much more time for additional input from our members. This
is only an initial step necessary for the Klamath Tribes to secure funds from
ODE. Look for updates and calls for discussion at upcoming General Council
Meetings, or call for more info.
Lastly, members can view the Klamath Tribes self-description, approved with
subsequent revisions by General Council on 11/23/2019 at: https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Pages/
Senate-Bill-13-Tribal-HistoryShared-History.aspx
Click on “Educator Toolkit.” Then open the pdf file: “02 Essential Understandings of Native Americans in Oregon and turn to page six.
Curriculum completed before the current Tribal Council took office can be
viewed at:
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Pages/SB13-Klamath.aspx
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Due to the Covid-19 Virus & Safety, the Quail will remain closed through April 30,
2020. We will re-evaluate at that time. We are very sorry for any inconvenience.
Respectfully,
-Aryel Harrington - Director of Community Services
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Notice!
Klamath Tribes New Fitness Facility and
Home Construction
Attention Klamath Tribal Members who
are interested in Construction!
Construction of the Klamath Tribes Fitness
Facility (by the Wellness Center in Chiloquin), and 4 new homes (on the 55 acres off
Hwy 62 near Chiloquin) will start soon.
Who: Attention Klamath Tribal Members
What: If you are interested in Construction Jobs, you will need to be on file with the Klamath Tribes
Employment Department.
Contact our Klamath Tribes Education & Employment Department (Director, Julie Bettles or Employment: Sally Brandt) at 541-783-2219 ext. 109 or ext. 128
Or email: Julie.bettles@klamathtribes.com
Or email: sally.brandt@klamathtribes.com
Note: Construction will soon begin in Chiloquin, Oregon for both projects:
Fitness Facility and Housing.
For more information about these projects contact:
Roberta Sexton- Housing Director 541-783-2219 ext. 136
Or email: roberta.sexton@klamathtribes.org
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www.NativeWellness.com
In this changing time in our world, NWI is responding in a positive, productive and proactive
way. Every day, 7 days a week for the next several weeks, we will offer our Native Wellness
Power Hour at Noon Pacific Time. Storytelling, workshops, teachings and more! Our goal is
to keep healing and wellness at the forefront for individuals, families and communities as we
move through this pandemic in a good way.
Please tune in each day at Noon Pacific Time on our Native Wellness Institute Facebook page,
we'll go Live. Each week we will have a new flyer announcing the next line up.
If you do not have Facebook the videos will be available on the homepage of our website www.
nativewellness.com (scroll to the bottom of the page for the videos).
The videos will also be available on our YouTube channel.
Thank you for watching, engaging, participating and sharing!
www.NativeWellness.com

Other Klamath County
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Virtual Grad Moments! We know it's a difficult time... But you are Special to Us!
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*Currently we are
still asking you to
Save this Date!
When everything
settles down and
we know more,
we will provide
a more detailed
flyer & agenda
at a later date.
Stay Safe!

Notice of Cancellation! Rainbow Youth Golf Education Program, Inc.
We regret to inform everyone, that due to the COVID-19 Virus, the 20th Year of the RYGEP Youth Golf Education
will be postponed and revaluated based on the State of Oregon’s Social Distancing Guidelines.
We thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions please contact us:
Thank you,
William Ray, Jr.
RYGEP Executive Director
(541) 892-3024
email: weqs1120@kfalls.net
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For more information
contact:
CRATER LAKE
JUNCTION TRAVEL
CENTER
34005 HWY N. Chiloquin,
OR 97624
541-783-9800
FAX: 541-783-9801
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Dear Klamath Tribal Members:
Since schools are closed through June, a group of local Tribal members would like to produce Tribally relevant content in short form
videos for Tribal youth and families during this time of quarantine.
We are calling this project Ewksiknii Remote Education.
We need your help! Would you like to share your local knowledge
about:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maqlaqsyals
First foods
Beading/Weaving
Language
Storytelling
Histories
Art
Outdoor recreation (from a Tribal perspective)

We are looking for Klamath Tribal members willing to take part
and share their knowledge and are willing to be recorded. We hope
to provide content that is interesting and accessible to our Tribal
youth that will strengthen ewksiknii ideals through digital medium.
The content will then be available on YouTube for Tribal members
to access. We are hoping to expedite this project for the benefit of
our youth during these times of crisis.
Introduced by Paul Wilson as a Tribal community-oriented response to needs for remote education, a series of short-form video
with a focus on education informed by Tribal community relevance
will be made available to Tribal public online. Collaborations have
grown to include Klamath Tribes Education Committee, Education
Department, Prevention Department, and OHSU On Track.
If you are interested in participating, please contact:
Paul Wilson
prwwilson@riostorivers.org
541-363-6416
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2020 Census Art by: Klamath Tribal Member, Asa Wright

The Klamath Tribes 2020 Tribal Census Team hopes you are safe and well!
WE MOVE FORWARD AS A TRIBE & FAMILY WHEN WE PARTICIPATE IN THE CENSUS!
IT ONLY COMES AROUND EVERY 10 YEARS... MAKE SURE YOU'RE COUNTED!

I Count!

You Count!

We Count!

In light of all that is happening, our team is encouraging everyone to take the 2020 Census On-line, by phone, or mail.
*Then post a selfie on your personal social media to help spread the word! It will be interesting and fun to see where all
our tribal members are posting from!
If you haven’t received a US Census packet in the mail (they should be coming in the mail now, they was mailed on April
8th from the US Census Bureau)- The US Census runs from March 12th to August 14th...

please take the Census online at: www.2020census.gov

We encourage you to

*REMINDER: When filling out your Census
it is important you put: KLAMATH TRIBES in the section that asks for your tribal affiliation.
Did you know... Klamath Tribal Member, Asa Wright, designed the beautiful 2020 Census Artwork
Asa says, “My grandparents are Plummie and MaryAnn Wright, I’m the oldest child of Harold Wright Jr. and
Theresa Remiro. I’ve lived in Portland, Oregon for the last 20 years, I moved to Portland for college and ended
up staying for work and family. I have an amazing kid who inspires me every day and keeps me young. I blend
my backgrounds in public health and art/design to work on cultural revitalization, decolonization and positive
social change. It’s important to me to create work that can have impact. I work a lot with “Art for Action” or
art that brings about awareness of social justice issues that motivate communities, people and organizations to
mobilize for direct change. I’m grateful for the gifts I have, I was blessed to come from a family of artists and
am grateful to be able to use my gifts to represent and/or support my people.
I’m really honored that I got to be part of this Census work. The Census really
helps determine the federal funding we get as Tribes. Most of my work experience has been working with Tribes and Native folx and that’s important to me.
A lot of the work that goes out in regional or national projects ends up being
“pan-indian” even more specifically Plains. It’s important for us to hold on to
our identities and represent our cultures as Pacific NW Natives. I’m proud to be a Klamath Tribal member
and when I think about our strength I tend to think of our baskets, these beautiful, delicate materials woven
together to be strong enough to feed, clothe, and carry our people through seasons and decades. I knew
for this work I wanted representation to play a big role and I hope that our Oregon Tribes see that and feel
like they truly count.”

Logo by: Asa Wright

