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Oregon's Bootleg Fire- Largest fire in the United States burns on Klamath Treaty Lands

Chiloquin, OR.- Since the fire started on July 6, 2021, the Bootleg has 
been characterized by its size and speed. One reason for the rapid growth 
is it's generation of dangerous fire clouds and fire storms that can spark 
their own lightening. Hundreds of thousands of acres, much of it within 
the Fremont-Winema National Forest (the former reservation and cur-
rent Treaty Right land of the Klamath Tribes) has burned each day. As 
of July 29, 2021, the fire has burned 413,545 acres, it's Oregon's third 
largest wildfire since 1900, and it is considered to be the largest fire 
burning in the United States with only 53% containment.

The Klamath Tribal Council, the governing body for the Sovereign 
Nation is extremely concerned. They met again July 28th with lead 
department personnel to discuss planning efforts to move forward after such 
devastation.  The Bootleg fire is within the Klamath Tribes Treaty Right area.

The magnitude of devastation to the forest and ecosystem is unimaginable. The 
Bootleg Fire has burned sacred parts of the Tribe's ancestral homeland.  Klamath 
Tribal Chairman, Don Gentry said, "Our people still visit these areas to hunt, 
gather, pray and just spend time. There are traditional practitioners that pray and 
perform ceremonies there. It's just heartbreaking to think it actually happened 
and is still burning. It will take decades, and even then how will the trees, ani-
mals, water tributaries and ecosystem fully recover?"  

Photo courtesy of U.S. Forest Service
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The Klamath News is a Publication of the Klamath Tribes, 
(the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed quarterly or as funding allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 
15th of the month- (for the next quarterly publication).                     
* Submissions:
All submissions must be in electronic format.
Submissions should be emailed and not exceed 500 words. 
Submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone 
number. Submissions are used as fillers and publication is strictly 
dependent upon space availability. We cannot guarantee publica-
tion of any article or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/Administration Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal and Community Public Information
#4- Fillers (when space is available).

Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any and 
All articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are subject 
to review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, slanderous, or 
personal attacks will not be printed.

*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor Tupper -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of Tribes News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” envelope.
   *Electronic submissions will not be returned.

* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submis-
sion. The Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for 
clarity and length, or refuse publication of any material that may 
contain libelous statements or personal attacks. The Klamath 
News may not be used as a personal forum for any individual(s). 
All articles are subject to review/approval by the Klamath Tribes 
Tribal Council. Published information does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal employees, or the 
Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Department:

Ms. Taylor R. Tupper
Public Information/News Manager
News Editor/Publisher
Member of Native American  
Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 147 
Email: taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com

or for Daily News visit: 

  "Dwaa nee pqa - What's Happening" 
go to: www.klamathtribes.org

Follow us on Facebook at:
The Official Klamath Tribes Page

Chairman Gentry continued saying, "The Klamath Tribes have been through bad fires before, 
we're still recovering from last year's Two Four Two Fire. But at its peak, that fire reached 
just over 14,000 acres, a small fraction of the Bootleg Fire's current size." Chairman Gentry 
is aware of tribal and community members who had to evacuate, particularly near Bly and 
Beatty, but fortunately no tribal homes or structures have been destroyed so far, and the Tribe 
gives thanks that no lives have been lost. 

He added, "Our people have been here for over 14,000 years according to the archaeological 
evidence, our oral history tells us we was created here since the beginning of time. We have 
been here, we used the area so there's cultural resources," he said. "It's a devastating impact, I 
just feel for the families and our community, we've been directly affected."

Members of the Klamath Tribes have been sitting in on Fire fighting meetings with the U.S. 
Forest Service and other agencies to ensure tribal needs are represented. "I bring that up so 
that everyone and all the different cooperators and stakeholders in the meetings are aware of 
the areas of significance to the tribes," said Klamath Tribes Emergency Manager Zak Jackson. 
"These areas are important to the Tribes, I try to make sure that's well coordinated with all the 
people there."

As the fire has continued to explode in size over the past weeks, its containment levels have 
also increased - up to 53% as of Wednesday evening. The entirety of the containment lies on 
the Bootleg Fire’s southwest edge, closer to Hwy's 97 and 140. It continues to grow uncon-
tained on its northern end and has officially merged with the nearby Log Fire.

"As the winds and the topography keep pushing the fire in a different direction, you're seeing 
decreased fire activity. This is also the oldest part of the fire. You're almost into the third week 
of the fire, so those fuels are already dying out," said Incident Management Team spokesman 
Scott Babinowich. "There's really not a lot of fuel and then everything is being pushed in an-
other direction. That combined with the lines is allowing that [containment] number to rise."
Crews battling the fire got an unexpected lift on Monday when some scattered rain hit the fire, 
but according to Babinowich, the forecast remains extremely dry and fire-friendly for the next 
10 days. He says it's possible the fire will keep burning in some areas all the way until the end 
of the season and the beginning of the winter rains.

Many of the old-growth Ponderosa Pine trees lost were up to 500 years old. Gentry is worried 
some parts of the forest, particularly those crucial to the Klamath Tribes history and culture, 
may never come back."It's not going to be the same as it was in my lifetime, by any stretch of 
the imagination," he said. "We're survivors, and we'll survive this. But a big part of who we 
are, since we're so connected to the land, has been lost."

For more information contact Klamath Tribal Council at 541-783-2219 or Fire contact:

Many prayers for safety and 
blessings for all those who work 
tirelessly to protect us and save 
the lands from loloq's - Fire.
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Exercising Treaty Rights in Bootleg Fire Closure Area 

of the Winema-Fremont National Forest

Dear Klamath Tribal Members,

The USFS has determined to close off large portions of Klam-
ath Treaty Rights area due to extreme public safety risk associ-
ated with the Bootleg Fire. The Tribal Council has contacted 
those enforcing the closure and informed them to anticipate 
likely encounters with Klamath Tribal members exercising 
their Treaty Rights within the closure area, in areas where there 
is not an imminent safety risk. This communication has been 
made to ensure that our members will not be ticketed or ha-
rassed while exercising treaty rights.

If an encounter is made, please present your Tribal Identifi-
cation to verify your Tribal identity and affirm that you are 
exercising your Treaty Rights. Please be aware that you may 
be prohibited access to some areas where there is significant 
safety risk due to the extreme, unpredictable fire behavior and 
fire suppression operations. If you believe that you been de-
nied access inappropriately, even after presenting your Tribal 
I.D., please contact the Tribal Council at (541) 783-2219.

Upcoming General Council Meetings

July 31, 2021 – Saturday – 10:00 am  –    
Special General Council -   Items will include: 

Glass Butte Project - NAGPRA Issue, 
Draft Ordinance - C&H

August 26, 2021 – Thursday - 2:00pm – 
Regular General Council – Items to be determined

For more information contact:
                                
Roberta Frost
Tribal Council Secretary 
The Klamath Tribes
PO Box 436
Chiloquin, OR 97624
(541) 783-2219 ext 170
(541) 892-1458
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Klamath Tribes Referendum and Election Notice 

2021 Referendum
Due to a lack of quorum at General Council Meetings 
and the need to conduct Tribal business, the Tribal 
Council has opted to have a referendum that provides 
an opportunity for all eligible Klamath Tribal Mem-
bers to vote on the following documents.
 • Electronic Meeting Policy;
 • Standard Operating Procedures for 
  General Council Meeting Facilitation 
  via Electronic Technology;
 • General Welfare Ordinance;
 • Domestic Violence Ordinance;
 • Worker’s Compensation Ordinance
Referendum Ballots will be mailed out on Wednesday, 
September 1, 2021.  Your referendum ballot must be 
returned by Thursday, September 30, 2021 or it will 
not be counted.  Counting of ballots will be done on 
October 1, 2021.

2022 Klamath Tribes Election
The Klamath Tribes nominations for Tribal Council 
and Chief Judge Positions will be held in February, 
2022.  If you wish to be nominated and accept that 
nomination for placement on the election ballot, you 
must be present at the February General Council meet-
ing to accept your nomination in writing before the ad-
journment of that meeting, per the requirement of the 
Klamath Tribes Election Ordinance.

Per the Klamath Court Ordinance, the Chief Judge 
process for placement on the ballot is as follows:
Any person who is certified by the Tribal Council as 
meeting the judicial qualification requirements of this 
Ordinance shall be eligible to be placed on an election 
ballot of the Klamath Tribes or be otherwise nominat-
ed to fill a vacancy on the Tribal Courts.  Requests for 
a certification from the Tribal Council shall be made 
in writing on the forms provided by the Tribal Coun-
cil, and submitted not later than the second Tuesday of 
January before the judicial election.

*Please make sure that your mailing address is 
current with the Member Benefits Department as 

ballots will be mailed to those addresses on file.

For more information on the Election Process, contact Kathy 
Rich, Election Clerk at 541-783-2219, ext. 101.

LIFE SKILLS 
LEARNING CIRCLE

A time to connect with others 
& 

Learn new skills for healthy living!

Who:  Open to all Tribal community 
 members

What:  Budgeting, Time Management, 
            Nutrition, Self-Care, and more .
                                                                 
When:  Every Thursday from 2pm to 3pm
 
Where:  Klamath Tribal Health                                                                                 
              Youth & Family Guidance Center
                 635 Main St. ~ Klamath Falls

For more information, please call 541-884-1841
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https://www.oregondot.org 
Klamath Falls, OR.-Wetlands-transformation for fish recovery

Wetlands transformation
July 13, 2021 by ODOT Communications Team 
 
Orange netting outlines what will become a lake channel, allowing 
endangered fish safe passage. Dr. Alex Gonyaw photographed, Se-
nior Fisheries Biologist for the Klamath Tribes.

ODOT- Oregon Department of Transportation partners with Klam-
ath Tribes to turn a construction project into a wetlands restoration
An amazing transformation is taking place on a 40 acre parcel of 
fallow land on the shores of Klamath Lake. This land, the ancestral 
home of the Klamath and Modoc people, is coming back to life 
thanks to a partnership that includes the Klamath Tribes, the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and contractors.    

In 2019, ODOT’s Highway Region 4 team began acquiring an area 
on the southeast shore of Klamath Lake. This arid parcel of land 
would serve as an ideal place for crews to restore, helping offset 
construction impacts affecting wetlands on the other side of the lake.
 “This is part of a larger wetland restoration that will be an offset 
for not only Oregon 140 but future projects, too,” said Jamie Speer, 
project manager with Western Federal Lands, ODOT’s contractor 
for the construction portion of the restoration project.

In several locations around the state, we manage wetland mitiga-
tion banks, where we make “deposits” of restored habitat land from 
which we can make “withdrawals” when our projects impact or dis-
turb wetland areas. This project will be a deposit.

Working together for good
The Klamath Tribes quickly realized this wetlands project could 
possibly serve as prime habitat for two endangered species of suck-
er fish reared in hatcheries and needing a home: the shortnose suck-
er and the Lost River sucker. Working together, everyone agreed 
that this re-made wetland full of marshes, ponds and lake channels 
would be the perfect new sanctuary for these fish – ones that have 
been nearly eradicated from Klamath Lake.

 
Klamath Tribal member and Tribal Aquatics Employee, Kenny 
Knight,  holds the celebrated sucker fish (C’waam) during their an-
nual ceremony.   *The c'waam- The cleaner of the waters.

According to Dr. Alex Gonyaw, Senior Fisheries biologist for the 
Klamath Tribes, these fish are extremely important to tribal members.
For thousands of years, the Klamath Tribes considered both species 
of sucker fish a key food source, Gonyaw said. “When winters were 
tough and seemed to never end, the Tribes could count on seeing the 
plentiful return of the fish up the rivers each spring,” he said. They 
knew then that the struggle of winter was ending.
As time progressed and settlers began moving into the area, farmers 
turned wetlands into cattle fields. Habitat loss and poor water quality 
made life challenging for young fish, and the return of this valuable 
food source to the rivers dwindled. By 1988, both species of suckers 
were listed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as endangered spe-
cies.
A hopeful future
The Klamath Tribes have been raising these endangered sucker fish 
in their hatchery on the Sprague River. When the water levels rise 
next spring, staff will stock the new ponds with around 500 suckers 
as a test to see how they survive. The U.S. Geological Survey is pro-
viding tracking beacons for the fish, so their movements in and out of 
the wetlands can be monitored.
ODOT Environmental Program Coordinator Allison Cowie said the 
project will help young fish survival rates and make it easier for them 
to make their way into the deeper parts of the lake.
“I feel very encouraged to work with the Klamath Tribes and try 
something new that hasn’t been done yet to help these fish,” she said. 
“I feel really good about this project.”
Today, the Klamath Tribes hold an annual ceremony called “Return 
of the C’waam” (the Klamath language word for the Lost River suck-
er), where they gather to pray for the plentiful return of this sacred 
fish. With a little bit of help, the future will bring a larger return of 
these important fish.
Western Federal Lands plans to have the wetland restoration con-
struction completed by September of this year, while planting and 
stocking of fish will continue throughout 2022.
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Did You Know?
The Klamath Tribes has a Respite Relief Program:

Respite Relief Services are to provide temporary relief to the pri-
mary caregiver, from their caregiving responsibilities. The Native 
American Family Caregiver Support program can serve two types 
of unpaid family caregivers:  (Note:  foster care payments are not 
considered “income”)

1. Family caregiver:  An adult family member, or another in-
dividual, who is an unpaid informal provider of in-home and com-
munity care to an older Indian (60+ years of age, enrolled in any 
federally recognized tribe) or to an individual with Alzheimer’s 
disease or a related disorder with neurological and organic brain 
dysfunction.
Respite is in the form of contracting the Elder’s family or non-
family member(s) to provide care to the Elder.  Schedule, care and 
duties are determined on a case-by-case basis.

2. Grandparent or older individual who is a relative caregiver:  
A grandparent or step-grandparent of a child, or a relative of a 
child by blood, marriage, or adoption, who is 55 years of age or 
older, enrolled in a federally recognized tribe, and:
• Lives with the child;
• Is the primary caregiver of the child because the biological 
or adoptive parents are unable or unwilling to serve as the primary 
caregiver of the child; and
• Has a legal relationship to the child, as such legal custody 
or guardianship, or is raising the child informally
Respite may come in many forms such as:  a Child Care Provider, 
on-call Babysitter, After-School Program Fees, Summer Camps, 
Spring/Winter Break Programs, etc.

3. Must reside within the Tribes service delivery area; 
          Klamath County of Oregon.

For information or application 
contact Donna Weiser at 541-783-2764 ext. 108

Are you aged 60 years or older?
Do you live alone?

Would you be interested in a Medical Alert 
System and/or Security Monitoring System?

Community Services is collecting data 
to determine interest.  

Interested elders, please contact 
Rachel Miller in Community 

Services at 541-783-2219 ext. 174

There are a few things left to do for ODOT project: 
Comments by Dr. Alex Gonyaw

Since July 13, soil material has been moved to create a mix of permanent 
emergent and ephemeral wetland, open water, and wet upland habitat. This 
approach creates the most benefit for fish and wildlife by creating a mosaic 
of habitat types and niche diversity. Channels are now being dug from Up-
per Klamath Lake to the ponded area, creating permanently watered healthy 
aquatic habitat for juvenile C'waam and Koptu raised by the Klamath Tribes 
to use prior to entering the lake.

The final connection to the lake will be performed at some point during the 
summer, allowing the new wetland habitats to be hydrologically connected 
with Upper Klamath Lake. Root wads will also be added to create habitat 
complexity and hiding places for many species. In this and subsequent years, 
native plants will be established until the wetland reaches a satisfactorily 
functional state. Once the water quality in the new wetland reaches an equi-
librium, the Klamath Tribes will regularly release fish to ensure the continued 
existence of these endangered and sacred species for perpetuity.

For more information,
Dr. Alex Gonyaw
Senior Fisheries Biologist
Office: 541.827.5224
Alex.gonyaw@klamathtribes.com
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FREE Expungement Services: 
Removing Criminal History 

From your Record!

The Klamath Tribes is working with Record-
Sponge to provide FREE criminal record ex-
pungement services this summer. The law gov-
erning expungement eligibility have recently 
changed, and so many more people will be eli-
gible than before. 

Criminal record expungement may be an im-
portant step for folks looking to get back into 
the workforce. 

If you are interested in having an attorney take 
a look at your record for free, please go to:
www.qiu-qiulaw.com/clinics and complete 
the form. Once you do, an attorney will look 
up your records and reach out to you within 48 
hours with detailed notes on the eligibility of 
your charges. 

*Please note that this service only applies 
to Oregon criminal records. 

An expungement clinic for those who qualify 
will be August 23rd from 10am to 3pm  
in Chiloquin and will be conducted by Re-
cordSponge attorney Michael Zhang from qiu-
qiulaw.com.  

Go to the website www.qiu-qiulaw.com/clinics 
and see if you qualify today! And it’s free! 

For more information contact:
Jennifer Ochoa
Klamath Tribes  Executive Secretary
(541) 783-2219 ext. 148
email: jennifer.ochoa@klamathtribes.com
www.klamathtribes.org

The Joseph S. Ball Scholarship Information

The Joseph S. Ball scholarship is currently accepting applications. The 
scholarship was created by Joseph S. Ball for individuals who are members 
of the Klamath Tribe, which is defined as those people currently enrolled or 
who can prove descendancy from someone on the 1954 rolls. 

Mr. Ball was a Modoc/Klamath Indian, born in 1914 on the Klamath Indian 
Reservation. He built, owned and operated the Sand Creek service station 
and coffee shop with his wife, Evelyn, from 1954 until they retired in 1973. 

He was a former tribal councilman and was Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Remaining Members. Mr. Ball passed away in 2005. 

High school seniors who are planning to attend a trade school, commu-
nity college or four year university and expect to have a 3.0 GPA their 
senior year of high school are encouraged to apply for this scholarship. 
Please note the application deadline is October 31, 2021 (May 1st all 
other years).  

This scholarship is being administered by U.S. Bank Charitable Services 
Group and applications may be obtained by emailing charitableservices@
usbank.com

Headline: Welcoming students back to 
in-person learning; learn the key steps schools 

are taking to operate safely

Dozens of safety measures are in place as schools in Klamath County do everything they 
can to operate safely for students and educators. Schools all around Oregon are using face 
coverings, testing for COVID-19 onsite, washing hands with soap and water or using hand 
sanitizer, and cleaning frequently touched surfaces. Oregon schools are also using distanc-
ing of three to six feet apart, relying on stable cohorts to group kids safely, and maximizing 
airflow in closed spaces and more.  

“We are so excited students are returning to the classroom,” said April Campbell, director of 
Oregon Department of Education’s Office of Indian Education. “This has been an extremely 
challenging year, and many tribal communities have been disproportionately impacted by 
COVID-19 and this impact has upended every aspect of our lives, particularly for our kids. 
Knowing native peoples are resilient, we are optimistic for the future. The first priority is the 
safety of our students, youth, families, teachers, staff and the community. All school districts 
are taking the necessary steps to keep students and our communities safe.”  

Oregon Department of Education (ODE) has stressed the importance of in-person learning 
for students. 

“Schools and in-person learning not only provide the education that Oregon’s children need 
to succeed, but schools also provide for social, mental and emotional growth and support, 
nutritious meals and access to medical care,” said Colt Gill, director of the ODE. “Going 
back to in-person learning is also an opportunity for students to have fun and see friends, 
which can help ease anxiety, depression or other mental and emotional challenges caused by 
the pandemic.”

For more information about how local school districts are keeping kids, 
families, teachers and staff safe, 

visit http://www.kfalls.k12.or.us. For more information about the steps schools 
throughout Oregon are taking to operate safely visit Oregon.gov/readyschools.
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NOTICE TO TRIBAL MEMBERS
Surplus Office Furniture Give-away

Klamath Tribal Administration will be making available to tribal 
members on Friday, August 20, 2021 between the hours of 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm, the following office furniture that has been declared surplus.

Office Furniture
(chairs, desks, file cabinets, office equipment)
*Note: items are “as is” and may not be in operating condition.  Re-
pairs may need to be made to be functional. 

LOCATION

All surplus office furniture items will be set up at the 
Klamath Tribes Maintenance Building located at:

Tribal Administration, 501 Chiloquin Blvd
Chiloquin, Oregon

TIME SCHEDULE/Bring I.D.
Tribal Elders/Veterans:  8am-9am
Tribal College Students:  9am-11am
Tribal High School Students:  11am-1pm
Tribal Members:  1pm-3pm
Tribal Employees:  3pm-4pm

The time schedule will be adhered to – if you fall into one of the 
above-mentioned categories, that is your scheduled time.

A priority system for the release of the furniture and equipment has been devel-
oped.  First priority will be for tribal elders/veterans; second priority is for tribal 
members currently enrolled in college; third priority is for tribal members cur-
rently attending high school; fourth priority is for general tribal membership; and 
fifth priority is for tribal members currently employed by the Tribes.  College and 
high school students need to bring proof of school attendance and everyone will 
need to bring their tribal enrollment card.

Each individual will need to check in with the Receptionist.  No one 
will be allowed to pick up any furniture and/or equipment for someone 
else or set aside for anyone else.  One item per person.  You need to 
be present at the designated times, to select furniture. NO EXCEP-
TIONS.  

Questions call the Maintenance Program,
at 783-2219 ext. 143 and ask for Todd.
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35th Annual Restoration 
Celebration Planning Update

August 27, 28, 29, 2021
Chiloquin, Oregon

Events are currently in the 
planning stages and Covid 

Safety discussions are on-going. 

Other events currently planned:
*Parade - Saturday 10am

*Powwow - Saturday, for a two 
session traditional powwow. 
Sunday still in discussion.

Other events (once approved)  
Information will be shared via 
Facebook, email and Website. 


