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On September 26, 2020, in front of the Favell Museum in Klamath Falls, Oregon, a 12 foot 
bronze monument- the first ever of its kind in the basin - was unveiled in a ceremony to com-
memorate and honor the indigenous people of the Klamath Tribes (the Klamath, Modoc, and 
Yahooskin Paiute). The monument, a three year project, was commissioned and supported by the 
Wendt family and the Favell Museum Board of Directors.  The photo shows Perry, the Klamath 
Tribes Culture & Heritage Director, blessing the monument after the unveiling ceremony. Perry 
said, "This piece shows how our tribal people were and are. It shows that we're a forgiving, lov-
ing people that don't believe in killing to get a sacred feather. We don't believe in the destruction 
of any living thing, we use what we take, life is sacred. This art piece depicts the 'eagle feather 
ceremony' when an elder and a youth would lay in wait with a rabbit, then when the eagle came to 
grab the prey, the adult would grab the eagle by the claws and the youth would pull out a middle 
tail feather to be used and kept. This display shows that life is always ongoing, the beautification 
of life itself. It represents a tribal Headman releasing the eagle after taking a middle feather - it 
demonstrates the values of patience, kindness, respect, and the gift of...  FREEDOM."

 In uncertain times...
   A symbol of hope called... 
            Freedom
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The Klamath News is a Tribal Government Publication of the 
Klamath Tribes, (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Band of 
Snake Indians).
* Distribution:
Publications are distributed quarterly or as funding allows. 
* Deadline:
Information submitted for publication must be received by the 
15th of the month- (for the next quarterly publication).                     
* Submissions:
All submissions must be in electronic format.
Submissions should be emailed and not exceed 500 words. 
Submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone 
number. Submissions are used as fillers and publication is strictly 
dependent upon space availability. We cannot guarantee publica-
tion of any article or submission.

*Order of Priority for Newsletter:
#1- Tribal Government/ESSP Information
#2- Tribal Program Information
#3- Associated Tribal Information
#4- Fillers (when space is available).

Letters to the Editor: Letters are viewed as Associated Tribal 
Information. However, they must be less than 500 words. Any and 
All articles may be edited for clarity and length. Letters are subject 
to review. Letters/articles that may contain libelous, slanderous, or 
personal attacks will not be printed.

*Photographs should be vivid and clear or 300jpg/ppi
*All internal photos by: Taylor Tupper -K-News,  unless 
  otherwise noted. ©All photos property of Tribes News dept.
* Returns: For any information to be “returned”,
   please include a “self  addressed stamped” envelope.
   *Electronic submissions will not be returned.

* Klamath News Rights:
The Klamath News cannot guarantee publication upon submis-
sion. The Klamath News reserves the right to edit all articles for 
clarity and length, or refuse publication of any material that may 
contain libelous statements or personal attacks. The Klamath 
News may not be used as a personal forum for any individual(s). 
All articles are subject to review/approval by the Klamath Tribes 
Tribal Council. Published information does not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of the Klamath News, tribal employees, or the 
Klamath Tribes.
* Change of Address:
Send address changes (for the Newsletter Only) to the following 
address. *Please include your old mailing label if possible. 

* Public Information/News Dept:

Ms. Taylor R. Tupper
Public Information/News Manager
News Editor/Publisher
Member of Native American  
Journalist Assoc. (NAJA).

For More Information Contact:

The Klamath Tribes
Klamath News/Public Information Dept.
P.O. Box 436
Chiloquin, OR  97624
Phone: (541) 783-2219  ext. 147 
Email: taylor.tupper@klamathtribes.com
  

or for Current Website News visit: 
 "What's Happening" 

at:

www.klamathtribes.org

Article by: Lee Juillerat For the Herald and News
*Additions/edits and photos by Taylor Tupper, Klamath Tribal News
 
FREEDOM - Everyone agrees that the new bronze statue near the entrance of the Favell Mu-
seum is an incredible work of art.

But for others it’s more than that. For some, especially members of the Klamath Tribes, the 
bronze recognizes and honors the people who were Klamath Basin’s earliest inhabitants.

“This symbolizes healing,” said Don Gentry, the Klamath Tribes 
chairman, of the sculpture during Saturday afternoon’s unveiling of 
the 12-foot-tall, 1,200-pound bronze statue. He noted it is “the only 
emblem or statue that honors and memorializes our people. Often as 
tribal members we feel marginalized in the community. This,” he said 
of bronze, “symbolizes healing.”

The bronze was created by Stefan Savides of Klamath Falls and Gar-
land Weeks of Lubbock, Texas, and was commissioned by Nancy 
and Marc Wendt to honor members of the Klamath, Modoc and Ya-
hooskin tribes. The Klamath Tribes Cultural and Heritage Director, 
Perry Chocktoot served as a consultant to Savides and Weeks. 

*The bronze shows the 'eagle feather ceremony' and the tribal Headman's regalia depicts ele-
ments of a tribal man from all three tribes (the Klamath, Modoc, and Yahooskin Paiute). Design 
elements came from history books, pictures, and regalia of ancestor's Mike Weeks and David 
Chocktoot. The original headman regalia of David Chocktoot can be seen today at the Klamath 
County Musuem on display, compliments of Perry Chocktoot, a direct grandson descendant.

Cheewa James, the featured program speaker, praised the Wendt 
family, lauded the Favell for its nationally recognized collection of 
Indian art and offered hope the statue represents and promotes heal-
ing between the Tribes and Klamath Basin people. “I feel right here 
is the first of the healing,” James said of the statue and its symbolism. 
“It is the beginning of a new way of looking at life.”

James, who was born at the Klamath Indian Agency Hospital, which 
was destroyed in the recent Two Four Two Fire, is the great-grand-
daughter of Shacknasty Jim, who fought in the Modoc War. She 
opened her program with a Zuni Indian sunrise song, noting she pur-
posely chose a song from another Indian culture because the Favell 
collection includes items from a cross-section of Native tribes.

“History slips by and that’s why it’s so great that we’re all here today,” she said to a crowd of 
about 75 people outside the museum. She credited the Favell, Klamath County Museums and 
other Klamath Basin historical society and groups for preserving and, in many cases, unveiling 
history about Native people along with Japanese Americans incarcerated during World War II 
and how settlers were impacted during events that led to the 1871-72 Modoc War.

James closed her program singing and drumming a “thousands of years old song” with Gentry 
and Tupper Taylor, the Klamath Tribes information specialist. Taylor said the song, which was 
sung in the Modoc language and translates to “New Beginnings,” was “given back” to the tribal 
people in the 1990s, by Modoc elder, Celia Langell-Jefferson. 

Weeks and Savides began their “duet” in August 2018 when Weeks made a three-month Klam-
ath Basin visit. “We were always knocking ideas and back and forth,” Weeks said. The duo 
contacted Chocktoot — “We could not have done it without Perry,” Weeks emphasized — who 
provided details and conscientiously added accurate features that represent the native people.

After Mr. Weeks’ first 
visit, when the two 
used clay to model 
and sculpt over the 
full metal skeltons, 
Savides said it took 
another month to cre-
ate a master mold, 
four months for the 
castings to be done at 
a foundry, and anoth-
er month for all the 
welding. The sculp-
ture was completed 
last year but the in-
stallation and dedi-
cation was delayed 
until now. Saturday’s 
dedication was held 
in conjunction with 
the Favell Museum’s 
annual Art Show & 
Sale, which contin-
ues through Nov. 7, 
2020.  Come see the 
bronze called (Free-
dom) and all the art.

*Weeks, a renowned sculptor is well known for his work, which in-
clude astronaut Gene Cernan, the Revolutionary War’s Gen. Francis 
Marion, Old Yeller the Dog, and a sculpture commemorating World 
War II infantrymen. Weeks said he would love to collaborate on any 
future sculptures honoring the Klamath Tribes. Savides is a master 
in bird sculpture and is really good with design and composition. He 
got his start locally in taxidermy and moved to bronze later in life. 
The collaboration brings the best of both art forms together. 
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Sculptors Garland Weeks and Stefan Savides

Before the bronze was the clay. Before the clay and wax is the full wire skeleton frames. 
Before the frames are the sketches. Before the sketches are the photos and research. Be-
fore the research is the planning. Before the planning is the idea. Before the idea is the 
indigenous people... The Klamath, the Modoc, and the Yahooskin Paiute.

Klamath County Rotary Club donates funds 
to Klamath Tribes for 

Two Four Two Fire Emergency Relief  

On September 16, 2020, the Klamath County Rotary Club President, 
Chris Moudry, met with Klamath Tribal Council and other representa-
tives to donate $2,000 to help support the tribe and community. The 
funds came from the Rotary Emergency Fund and are expected to off-
set some of the many expenses due to the Two Four Two Fire dev-
astation that has affected the tribe and the Chiloquin community this 
month. The Klamath Tribes has been working diligently with the local 
Red Cross and CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) since 
the fire started on September 7, 2020.

Tribal Chairman, Don Gentry stated, “We are happy to accept this gen-
erous donation, we are honored that you thought of the Klamath Tribes 
at this time. Thank you so much for this donation to help our commu-
nity.”

Rotary President Moudry stated, “We are happy to be able to as-
sist in some way. These funds have been in an emergency fund for 
several years. We decided this fire is definitely an emergency and 
when we discussed who should receive these funds, of course, 
the Klamath Tribes name came up. I’m glad to be here today.” 

Brandi Hatcher, Tribal Council Treasurer stated, “We really do appreci-
ate your generosity and support during these difficult times. Through 
prayer we will get through this, and by building strong partnerships and 
supporting one another we will rebuild a more unified community.”

Pictured left to right: Tribal Council Secretary, Roberta Frost; Tribal Chairman, Don 
Gentry; Rotary Club President, Chris Moudry; Tribal Council Treasurer, Brandi 
Hatcher; Klamath Tribes Emergency Manager, Zak Jackson; baby Lorna Treetop; and 
Tribal Council Member, Rose Treetop. Photo by: Taylor Tupper- Klamath Tribes News Dept.
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Two Four Two Fire devastates historic Klamath Indian Agency, 
burns homes, tribal treaty land, Collier Park campground, and 
over-whelmed the rural Chiloquin community in an already un-
precedented time of Covid-19 emergency.

On September 7, 2020, a catastrophic fire, named Two Four Two, 
ripped through the Chiloquin area and former reservation. Immedi-
ately following the fire’s onset, emergency personnel from the county 
asked tribal Emergency Manager Zak Jackson if they could set up an 
evacuation shelter in the parking lot of Kla-Mo-Ya Casino, just north 
of the intersection between Highway 97 and Highway 62, due to its 
abundance of parking space. The tribes immediately said yes, and the 
local Red Cross chapter and the County Emergency Response Team 
began assisting evacuees around the clock on location.

“It was the only place we knew to send people immediately and ini-
tially, because we knew that they were willing to let that number of 
people just show up,” said Klamath County Sheriff Chris Kaber. “We 
were blessed to have them working with us to be able to do that.”

In the end, nearly 15,000 acres of brush, forest, and rural neighbor-
hoods between Spring Creek and Agency Lake west of Chiloquin were 
scorched by the fire, fueled by unprecedented heat and wind condi-
tions that set much of the Western U.S. ablaze. In addition, on the 
same day, on the other side of the Cascade mountain range, a separate 
catastrophic fire, in the Ashland, Talent, Phoenix, and Medford raged 
in unison, limiting additional initial fire resources. 

TWO FOUR TWO FIRE FINAL NUMBERS: By Master Sgt. 
Jefferson Thompson. 173rd Fighter Wing, Public Affairs.
 • September 7, 2020 - start date. Containment 21st.
 • 0 - lives lost
 • 8 - homes lost
 • 14 - non-primary structures damaged
 • 17 - homes damaged
 • 26 - miles of retardant
 • 39 - non-primary structures lost
 • 80 - miles of fire line
 • 147 - members of the Oregon National Guard
 • 200 - evacuees assisted by the Red Cross
 • 247 - structures saved within the fire perimeter
 • 482 - homes evacuated in the City of Chiloquin
 • 505 - the largest amount of personnel on the fire
 • 1,532 - homes evacuated surrounding area
 • 14,474 - acres burned
 $6,800,000 - the estimated financial cost to fight the fire

In addition to burning lands used by tribal members for hunting and 
gathering, the fire also swept through the old Klamath Agency, which 
contained several historically important buildings.

This photo, taken by the Klamath County Museum, shows the re-
mains of the old Agency's superintendant's office, which housed Sage 
Community School for more than 10 years until its closure earlier 
this year. The school, along with original tribal homes, a hospital, and 
buildings the tribal council used to use for meetings were all burned 
to the ground. It is especially sad because the tribe currently had plans 
to purchase those buildings and property in order to preserve the area 
as a historical landmark. The Klamath Agency served as headquarters 
for the Klamath Indian Reservation from the 1860's until termina-
tion of the Klamath Tribe was completed in 1961, at which point the 
agency property was sold to a private party.

 Just south of Klamath Agency, the fire also destroyed the home of 
long-time tribal leader and advocate Charles “Chuck” Kimbol Sr., 
who passed away in August. Crews were able to save the home earlier 
on Tuesday, but after the fire re-rallied and the wind shifted, it eventu-
ally succumbed to the flames. It was just days after the Kimbol family 
gathered to remember him, their home is gone.

Photo by Jr. Brown, Chiloquin, OR.
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near the Lobert Cemetery. Though crews were able to put it out Mon-
day night, it flared up again on Tuesday. Tribal chairman Don Gentry 
called the destruction “a heartbreaker for our people.” Tribal mem-
bers, including Gentry’s aunt, and many tribal members and employ-
ees were among those who had to evacuate their homes in or near the 
burn area. Elders who could not do so on their own were provided 
assistance.

Gentry said the tribes declared, at the time of the fire, a state of emer-
gency which will open the door for federal funding to help tribal 
members who have been displaced. The tribe also used existing funds 
to add facilities at Kla-Mo-Ya for evacuees, like portable toilets and 
hand-cleaning stations. 

Also devastated by the fire was the Oregon Fish & Wildlife Klamath 
Hatchery near Ft. Klamath. A building, shop and office complex were 
lost in the Two Four Two fire, and power, water and sewer compro-
mised. An estimated 50,000 triploid brown trout were lost in the fire, 
but fortunately many of the large fish in the ponds survived. *Photo 
by ODFW- Klamath Hatchery building in flames, Two Four Two fire.

The Klamath Tribes Emergency Management Team, Tribal Council, 
staff and volunteers worked tirelessly through the emergency. We 
want to say "thank you" to everyone for your hard work and dedica-
tion... especially the Fire Fighters and Emergency first responders.       

For more information on Emergency related 
questions regarding the Two Four Two Fire, 

contact Zak Jackson, 
Klamath Tribes Emergency Manager at 

541-363-1289
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Funding Donation Notice! 

After several requests from people asking how 
they can help the 242 Fire impacted Tribal 
Members, Klamath Tribal Health has set up  
two Electronic Fund Accounts for Donations.

What: Financial Donations: 
For: Rebuild for 242 Fire Impacted Tribal 
Members

Dear All, 

It has been a very busy month for everyone. We 
write to thank you for your amazing support, 
commitment, and involvement in the manage-
ment and control of the recent 242 Fire in Chi-
loquin. We are lucky that our tribes did not lose 
any lives. However, several were also evacu-
ated for safety reasons, and some lost their 
houses, properties, equipment, farmlands and 
other essentials. 

Many of you have asked for an Account Num-
ber for financial donations, contributions and 
support for those affected and impacted by the 
disaster. To this end, we are doing a Go Fund 
Me to raise funds to help them rebuild their 
houses, business, and lives. 

Kindly go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/chiloquin-
community-rebuild-from-242-fire?utm_
source=customer&utm_medium=copy_
link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1 

Or to make your payment directly through an 
electronic transfer go to:

Account Name: Klamath Tribal Health and 
Family Services 
Account Number: 62763807013
Bank Name: Washington Federal
Routing Number: 325 070 980 

Kindly help us share the link and details.

Thank you,
Dr Obinna O Oleribe, DrPH, MBA, FRCP
Health General Manager
Klamath Tribal Health & Family Services
Office Line:    541-882-1487 Ext 259
Direct Line:    541-885-3153
Mobile Line:  541-892-2896

Coronavirus (COVID-19) General Welfare Emergency Assistance Program
The Tribal Council approved Resolution TC-2020-007 Declaring a State of Emergency and Authorizing 

and Directing the Tribal Chairman to take all Necessary Steps to Obtain Emergency Assistance on March 
16, 2020.  At that time, the Tribal Council recognized that COVID-19 was rapidly spreading and may re-
sult in undue human suffering and hardship, health risks, severe economic distress, and have a substantial 
impact on the health care, social services, and other governmental services provided by the Tribes.  It also 
acknowledged The Klamath Tribes responsibility to prevent, prepare, respond and to mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 among Tribal Members.
The Klamath Tribal Council understands that Klamath Tribal members continue to be disproportionally 
impacted by COVID-19 as a result of ongoing health, social and economic challenges faced by Tribal 
Members.   
On October 1, 2020, the Tribal Council approved to revise the existing Coronavirus (COVID-19) General 
Welfare Emergency Assistance Program to provide assistance to Klamath Tribal Members in their re-
sponse to the COVID-19 public health emergency.  
The Tribal Council wants to stress that all Tribal Member households, who are 18 years and older, no mat-
ter income level and/or residence, are eligible for Emergency Assistance, if they continue to be impacted 
by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) as listed below:  
 •          COVID-19 related medical expenses not otherwise covered;
 • Costs and Expenses necessary to protect and preserve individual health;
 • Costs and Expenses needed to protect against unexpected, long-term 
  isolation including but not limited to the emotional and psychological 
  toll resulting from the loss of traditional family association and Tribal 
                       customs;
 • Emergency medical response expenses, including emergency medical 
                       transportation;
 • Expenses and costs to maintain quarantine or in quarantining individuals;
 • Expenses to facilitate distance learning, including technological 
                       improvements in connection with school closures;
 • Expenses related to sanitation and improvement of physical 
                       distancing measures;
 • Expenses associated with the provisions of economic support in 
                       connection with the COVID-19 public health emergency;
 • Expenses related to overdue rent or mortgage payments to avoid eviction
                       or foreclosure;
 • Unforeseen financial costs for funerals;
 • Expenses and costs that directly affected your household’s ability to 
                       provide food, housing, or other subsistence needs;
 • Costs for elder assistance with technology, internet and equipment; and
 • Other individual emergency needs to preserve or protect Klamath Tribal
                       lives, traditions and customs.

Additional COVID-19 Emergency Assistance will begin on October 19, 2020 
through December 30, 2020.  To receive this general welfare emergency assistance, 
you will need to complete a program application and return the application to the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) General Welfare Emergency Assistance Program.

Applications will be available at Tribal Administration and will be mailed out to 
all Tribal Members whom we have addresses on file.  

The application will also be available on The Klamath Tribes Website 
at: www.klamathtribes.org.

Additional Information: Call Sissy Weiser 541-783-2219, ext. 192

ATTENTION KLAMATH TRIBAL MEMBERS!
Please Read Notice Below - Call for more information!
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Recommendations for Homeowners Concerned about Wildfire 
Impacts to Water and Sewer Systems

Wildfires may impact water and sewer systems either by damaging the pipes, wir-
ing, and other components, or by impacting the water quality. The Portland Area 
Indian Health Service (PAIHS), Division of Sanitation Facilities Construction rec-
ommends the following best practices for homeowners concerned about these po-
tential impacts:
*Start by performing an inspection of the visible components of your water and 
sewer systems. Be very careful and wear appropriate protective gear if you need to 
enter a previously burned area. If conditions are hazardous, seek out professional 
assistance through your Tribal emergency management contact before entering the 
area.
* Look for damage to the well casing, well cap, electrical wiring and conduit, pres-
sure tank, building enclosure, meter box, any exposed pipe and fittings, valves, sep-
tic tank risers, or clean-outs, as appropriate for your water and sewer systems. Take 
notes and pictures and report any findings to your designated Tribal representative. 
Do not attempt to use systems that have visible fire damage.
* Determine if your water system experienced a loss of pressure. This can be done 
by turning on a faucet and observing whether air comes out. If air comes out, do not 
use the water for drinking or cooking before first getting it tested for the presence of 
bacteria, unless the water is boiled for at least 3 minutes first. 
*If your systems are not visibly damaged and did not experience a loss of pressure, 
thoroughly flush the water system by running your faucets throughout the house 
for 5-10 minutes, and then observe the taste, color, and odor of the water. If there 
are any unusual characteristics (ex. if the water tastes or smells smoky, earthy, or 
sweet), have your water tested before using it.

Through the designated Tribal Representative, the PAIHS Division of Sanitation 
Facilities Construction can provide more specific information on best practices, 
information on service providers, and recommendations on how to apply for as-
sistance to replace failed systems.

For more info call Tribal representative: Darcey Jones 503-414-5532

Information for these recommendations was gathered from the Water Systems 
Council and the Minnesota Department of
Health at the following links:

https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/wells/natural/
wildfires.html  
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DO TO POTENTIAL 
TRIBAL 

ADMINISTRATION 
& 

OUTLYING 
BUILDING 
CLOSURES

During this COVID-19 
Pandemic, all programs 
are working towards 
the capacity to work re-
motely along with the 
development of elec-
tronic formats to con-
tinue essential program 
services.

There may be times, 
due to the exposure and/
or precautionary safety 
measures surround-
ing COVID-19, that 
one or more buildings 
will be required to be 
closed.  When there is a 
building(s) that requires 
closure, essential ser-
vices will continue via 
remote access via tele-
phone and/or Zoom. 

A closed building does 
not mean services stop.

We will continue to per-
form essential program 
services and you will be 
able to make initial con-
tact by phone.  

The numbers to make 
contact with Tribal 

Administration 
Program Staff are 
541-783-2219 and 

541-783-2218.
Here is the Klamath 

Tribes Extension 
Directory for accessing 

the appropriate staff 
person to assist you 
with your inquiries.
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Media contact: Jonathan Modie, 971-246-9139, 
phd.communications@dhsoha.state.or.us

Dead female c'waam found in upper Klamath Lake Sept. 2020
Photo by Taylor Tupper - Klamath Tribes News Dept.

Letter from US Dept. of Ag
High Cascades RD.
To: Members harvesting huckleberries
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Looking for a Part Time Job with Paid Training?
(We still need one more applicant!)

The Klamath Tribes Early Childhood Development Center 
(ECDC) is looking for enthusiastic and caring candidates 
that want to work with young children 0-5 years old, while 
getting paid part-time, and earn a Child Development As-
sociate (CDA) credential.  A CDA is a nationally recognized 
credential in the early learning field.  The formal training 
program is paid for by a tribal project funded through the 
Administration for Native American grant and focuses on ef-
forts to teach tribal language and culture in an early child-
hood learning environment. Indian Preference applies.  For 
more information, contact the Human Resource Department 
for a job description and application or Kathleen Mitchell at 
541-783-0804   09/02/2020

Project Lead Teacher – Exciting Opportunity! 

The Klamath Tribes is looking for a Project Lead Teacher 
position in our Early Childhood Development Center.  We 
encourage any qualified person who loves children and wants 
to incorporate tribal culture and language into a preK (3-5 
yrs old) classroom setting to apply.  Competitive salary and 
benefits.  

For a complete job description, application, or more informa-
tion, please contact Sarah Bates in Human Resources:  sarah.
bates@klamathtribes.com  or kathleen.mitchell@klamath-
tribes.com  can answer questions about the project.  9/3/2020

Waq’lis’i maqlaqs - We are seeking deer hides

The Klamth Tribal Health Prevention Program is 
planning on hosting a hide tanning workshop next 
spring.  

If you are interested in donating a deer hide to the 
workshop, please give Prevention a call so we can 
coordinate a time to receive it.  We can also use the 
brains if you want to put them in a plastic bag, we’ll 
take them too.  

Call us to donate at 541-884-1841
Sep’kec’a 

RE-ENTRY PROGRAM
Waq’lis’i maqlaqs,

We are developing a Re-Entry 
program and our goal is to help 
our Tribal Members return to the 
community (Klamath County) 
and stay out of prison.  We plan 
on doing this by transporting 
tribal members home; scheduling 
A&D or Mental Health appoint-
ments for the day after the return; 
helping with basic needs; and 

providing the support necessary for gaining housing and employment.  

Prior to this pandemic we offered spuklis (sweatlodge) and opportunities 
to connect with the land.  I look forward to being able to do that again.  

Sometimes our Tribal members are released early or we are not 
aware they are in prison and this is my ask:  let me know if you or 
your family member is in prison so I can make sure you/they are 
aware of our services.  We want to help you remain free. 
   

We have great results so far with Tribal members that choose to be hon-
estly-engaged in our services.  We want to make sure we are not allowing 
any of our people to slip through the cracks.  

If you would like to make sure your loved one is on our list, please 
call me at 541-884-1841 ext. 410 or you can call our Case Manager, 
Ashanti Hakeem at 541-892-0794.  

My email address is: Devery.saluskin@klm.portland.ihs.gov 
Mailing address is 633 Main St. Klamath Falls OR 97601. 
I look forward to hearing from you.
Mo sep’kec’a
Devery Saluskin

SEEKING TRIBAL MEMBERS FOR 
TEMPORARY HIRE POOL

On occasion The Klamath Tribes will have the need for temporary 
workers. Temporary positions may be full or part time, or on-call 
as needed, depending on the need.  The pay rate will vary depend-
ing on the type of position. As per Tribal policy a temporary hire 
may not work more than a total of 950 hours per calendar year. 

The Klamath Tribes Administration is seeking Klamath Tribal 
members or members of other federally recognized tribes who 
are interested in temporary positions with Tribal Administration. 
Those interested should fill out The Klamath Tribes Application 
for Employment. The form is available on The Klamath Tribes 
website under the Employment tab (Jobs). Applicants for tempo-
rary positions should indicate “Temporary Opportunities” on the 
Position Applied For section of the application and submit the 
fully completed and signed application to Sarah Bates in Human 
Resources:  sarah.bates@klamathtribes.com. 

We are also encouraging tribal members to contact Educa-
tion & Employment to sign up for the Temporary Labor Pool 
which includes opportunities with other entities.
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Modoc Ancestral Run- 
These runs have the power to bring recognition. To write narratives 
in our own language, from our own perspectives. To be ever present 
in places and spaces as a heavy reminder that we remain. 
na' hocna na' wembli, We run we heal.  -- Modoc Runners

On September 29, 2020, the Klamath County Board of Commission-
ers officially signed a Proclamation making the week of October 5, 
2020 as the Modoc Ancestral Run Week in Klamath County, Oregon.

Donnie Boyd Kelley Minty Morris Derrick DeGroot 

Modoc Ancestral Run 2020

This year marks the 10th year of the Modoc Ancestral Run.  It started as a one day 
run from sun up to sun down spanning the Modoc War sites, then extended into a 
2-day spiritual run beginning at Fort Klamath (but due to Covid-19 precautions 
this year will be slightly different for safety reasons- see flyer above for details). 
Normally in October tribal members and runners gathered to erect a sweatlodge 
at the Fort Klamath site to prepare for the run.  Runners and supporters gather at 
sunrise for opening ceremony before embarking on the first 70 mile trek.  Normally 
an encampment is set along an old Modoc fishing village where runners brave the 
17 degree frigid temperatures.  At sunrise, they gathered for opening ceremony and 
set out for the second leg, a 60 mile stretch that leads down into the Tulelake valley 
ending the run inside Captain Jacks cave at the Lava Beds.   The power of this run 
is immeasurable.  Since the beginning, countless moments of ancestral connection 
have been felt.  From infants to elders, this run bring all ages together.   It is one 
way to acknowledge our ancestors traumatic experiences, but more so to honor their 
resiliency and to manifest this strength within ourselves.  Through this run we are 
taking the traumatic past and reframing it into strength, identity, awareness, spiritual 
connection.  Tribalism is at an all-time high on the Modoc Ancestral Run, as we are 
all dependent on one another’s ability to complete it.  

This run is always the second weekend of October and we hope to see you on the 
run this year, and the following years.   

For more information check out our Facebook page: Modoc Ancestral Run 
or contact Monica Yellowowl at 541-892-2577


